
Greenpeace statement on GM-maize in food aid to southern Africa

The famine conditions developing in southern Africa, and requests of African governments for
GM-free food aid, have highlighted the fact that much of the maize and soy currently found in US
food aid stocks is actually genetically modified.

Presently representatives of the United States government and the US Agency for International
Development claim they are unable – and they are certainly unwilling – to deliver maize food aid
to Africa that does not contain GMOs.  However, significant quantities of GM-free maize are
available on the world market today, and indeed are even available from US companies. GM-free
maize could be purchased with the financial food aid offered by the United States, if the US were
not insisting that the loan money be tied to purchase of only US grain.

Even and especially in situations of emergency and desperation, people have the right to choose
the foods they eat, and their preferences should be treated with solidarity and respect. This
includes respect for rejection of GMOs in their food.  Governments and international agencies
involved, such as the World Food Programme, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization and the
World Health Organization should firmly uphold the principles of international solidarity and
respect in such a situation.

There are legitimate concerns about the potential long-term impacts of GM crops on human
health, and systems of agricultural production.  GM food given as aid may end up planted in
fields, with a real risk of contamination of local varieties by cross-pollination.  Because of this,
there are obvious minimum biosafety requirements, as laid down in the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety, which should be followed when introducing novel crops in countries, even in situations
of food crises.  All international agencies involved, especially UN agencies, should act according
to these rules and implement these international biosafety agreements to the maximum extent
possible.

The Zambian government is being forced into an intolerable position.  Zambia requires
international assistance to provide food to all its people.  The US and the UN agencies should not
put pressure on Zambia to accept GM maize, but should instead assist in finding adequate
supplies of GM-free maize.

• We appeal to all countries and international organisations, as well as grain trading
companies, to provide sufficient non-GM food aid as requested by the southern African
countries in need.

• We urge the international community to creatively explore the options that exist to provide
food aid to countries in need according to their preferences.

• We call upon the government of the United States and international aid organizations to
respect the right of countries and people to food sovereignty, even in a time of crisis, and
to respect their national decisions on food aid imports.
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