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WITH GREAT PLEASURE GREENPEACE PRESENTS SUBSTITUTE WITH STYLE – A CATWALK SHOW
DESIGNED TO HIGHLIGHT SOLUTIONS AND INNOVATION TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE.TO
CELEBRATE THIS SPIRIT OF FORWARD-THINKING ENTERPRISE, GREENPEACE HAS INVITED A NUMBER
OF COMPANIES TO STEP INTO THE LIMELIGHT AND SHOWCASE A COLLECTION OF PRODUCTS THAT PUT
THE SUBSTITUTION OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS WITH SAFER ALTERNATIVES INTO ACTION.

CAN WE LIVE A MODERN LIFE FREE OF TOXIC CHEMICALS? CAN BUSINESSES STILL COMPETE IF THEY
ELIMINATE HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES FROM THEIR BRANDS? MANY MAJOR COMPANIES HAVE ASKED
THEMSELVES THESE QUESTIONS AND CONCLUDED THAT A TOXICS-FREE FUTURE IS THE FUTURE – AND
THEY ARE TAKING ACTION TO GET THERE FIRST.

GREENPEACE APPLAUDS THESE CORPORATE COMMITMENTS PROVING THAT BUSINESSES CAN SUBSTITUTE
HARMFUL CHEMICALS WITH SAFER ALTERNATIVES AND STAY COMPETITIVE. HOWEVER, CURRENT
LEGISLATION FAILS TO DRIVE THE DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF SAFER SUBSTITUTES SYSTEMATICALLY.
SUBSTITUTION IS ONLY HAPPENING IN A PIECEMEAL FASHION AND IN SOME SECTORS NOT AT ALL.
LEGISLATION IS NEEDED TO MAKE SURE THAT ALL COMPANIES INNOVATE TOWARDS SAFER ALTERNATIVES.

GREENPEACE HOPES THAT THE EXAMPLES OF THESE COMPANIES WILL INFORM AND INSPIRE 
THE EVENING’S GUESTS, DECISION-MAKERS FOR THE FUTURE OF EUROPE,TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT
SUBSTITUTION OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS IS POSSIBLE,WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE SUCCESS 
AND STYLE OF PRODUCTS.WE ENCOURAGE OUR INFLUENTIAL GUESTS TO MAKE SUBSTITUTION 
OF HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS A REQUIREMENT UNDER THE PROPOSED CHEMICALS LEGISLATION,
REACH (REGISTRATION, EVALUATION, AUTHORISATION OF CHEMICALS) AND TO JOIN THESE COMPANIES
ON THE RUNWAY FOR A HEALTHY, SUSTAINABLE, INNOVATIVE AND TOXICS-FREE FUTURE.

A number of scientific
tests commissioned by
Greenpeace have shown
the prevalence of
manmade hazardous
chemicals in everything
from television sets,
running shoes and
children’s pyjamas to
house dust, rainwater 
and blood.

An increasing number 
of global companies have
amended their materials
use policies and have
committed to phase 
out the most hazardous
substances from their
products and substitute
them with safer
alternatives.

Politicians are now
debating whether or not
they should make the
same commitment and
include a substitution
requirement in the
proposed REACH
legislation. A substitution
requirement would make
sure that all companies,
not only innovators, would
take hazardous chemicals
out of their products.

Reach for a better future.
Put substitution into REACH.
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mobile
phones

Innovative mobile phone companies are
phasing out harmful brominated flame-
retardants and phthalates from their
phones – good news when one considers
the mounting number of discarded
phones piling onto the waste stream.
But other companies are turning a deaf
ear to the phase out of these chemicals.

A substitution requirement in REACH
would substitute the worst chemicals
with safer alternatives so that whatever
phone you use will connect you to a
toxics-free future.
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Forward looking companies play it safe
and ban PVC, which contains toxic
phthalates and organotins, from their
toys. But other companies still prefer to
play with toxics, a dangerous game.

The EU has taken steps to ban some of
the phthalates in toys - but continues to
allow other phthalates to be used in any
toy as long as it is not intended to be
sucked on or chewed.

Toys shouldn’t be toxic for kids. A
substitution requirement in REACH
would replace harmful chemicals in all
toys with safer alternatives.

toys
!f h
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cleaners
Washing-up liquids, dishwasher tablets,
laundry powders and multi-surface
cleaners can all be made without
hazardous chemicals such as artificial
musks (used for their scent), phthalates
and alkylphenols (which are endocrine
disruptors). A proportion of all these
chemicals passes through the waste
water system into streams and rivers
and can enter the food chain.

Progressive companies know that they
can make detergents free of these
substances and remain confident of
their market position, proving that it is
possible to remove grime without
creating additional pollutants.

A substitution requirement in REACH
would clean up all detergents by
replacing the most hazardous chemicals
with safer alternatives.
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cosmetics

Many popular perfumes and cosmetics
contain varying level of artificial musks
and phthalates, chemicals that are
absorbed in the body and may, in some
cases, be capable of interfering with
hormonal functions.

A small but growing number of perfume
makers avoid the use of such hazardous
chemicals in products that are applied
directly to our skin, repeatedly over
months and years of use. Other
companies don’t smell as sweet.

Consumers shouldn’t have to guess if
their favourite Eau de Toilette is in fact
an Eau de Toxines. A substitution
requirement in REACH applied to
cosmetics would assure that hazardous
chemicals in all body care products were
being substituted with safer alternatives.
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electronics

Few homes and offices in Europe are
without a PC, television, laptop or CD
player. Many electronics products
contain brominated flame retardants,
chemicals that build up in the body and
breast milk and are suspected to cause
adverse effects on reproduction and
development in animals.

Switched-on electronics companies 
have made commitments to phase out
such chemicals and are developing
inventive solutions.

The European Union needs to adopt 
a chemicals policy that drives research
into safe alternatives. A substitution
requirement in REACH would drive
innovation.

!f h
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textiles

Most of us care about what we wear and
wrap around us: clothing is a form of
personal expression and we all like to
look good. But most manufacturers use a
cocktail of toxic substances in their
textiles that never appear on garment
labels. Children’s pyjamas have
repeatedly tested positive for nasty
chemicals like alkylphenols, organotins
and phthalates, which won’t win any style
prizes since they stick around long after
this season’s fashions are forgotten.

Progressive designers and retailers
know that they can stand out from the
crowd by getting rid of toxic chemicals
in their textiles. By making substitution
a requirement in REACH, every
company can be a trendsetter.

!f h
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sports
shoes

A growing number of top sports shoe
manufacturers are stamping out toxics
and are committing to phase out the
use of hazardous chemicals like
phthalates and organotins in their
trainers, which they will achieve
principally by avoiding the use of PVC.
Other companies lag behind.

A substitution requirement in REACH
would make all companies a fast runner.

!f h
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participating companies 
in the substitute with style catwalk
REACH FOR A BETTER FUTURE 

GREENPEACE HAS INVITED A NUMBER OF PROGRESSIVE COMPANIES TO STEP INTO THE LIMELIGHT AND SHOWCASE THEIR
PRODUCTS AND POLICIES FOR A TOXICS-FREE FUTURE. SOME OF THESE COMPANIES HAVE HAD CLEAN PRODUCTION
POLICIES FROM THEIR INCEPTION WHILE OTHERS HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT INNOVATIONS, CHANGES AND COMMITMENTS
TO SUBSTITUTE AND ELIMINATE HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS FROM THEIR SUPPLY CHAIN AND PRODUCT LINES.

ECOVER A pioneer in the development of ecological detergents and cleaning products, Ecover even built an ecological
factory in which to make them, as early as 1992. Its policy on hazardous substances is not to use them and it
continually seeks to minimise the impacts of its products on the environment, aiming for low aquatic toxicity and quick
and complete biodegradability.The company makes every attempt to use raw materials from renewable resources,
including plant based fragrances, and is involved in the development of new types of sustainable surfactants, a project
co-financed by the EU CRAFT program.

H&M Global retailer Hennes & Mauritz, a household name in fashion for men, women and children, has for many years
required its suppliers to respect a long list of substances that may not be used, for environmental and health reasons.
The list includes common flame retardants, organotin compounds, alkylphenols and phthalates, among others. No H&M
products should contain any such hazardous chemical. H&M banned PVC from all product groups in January 2002.

ETHIC WEAR Greenpeace would like to give special thanks to Ethic Wear, a Brussels business that is thinking globally
and acting locally with an ethically conscious boutique and a fashion collection made of organic and recycled fabrics.
Ethic Wear designer Marie Cabanac has contributed a selection of her unique organic-fabric creations to the Substitute
with Style catwalk.
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IKEA “Nature is not a big fan of PVC,” says IKEA.That’s why the Swedish furniture giant has rejected PVC in its
products in favour of new alternatives.These are just as durable, easy-to-use and inexpensive, says IKEA, but less
damaging to the environment and human health. IKEA is searching for a suitable replacement for PVC in electric leads.
Ikea is presenting PVC-free plastic materials at the catwalk.

LAVERA products contain all natural ingredients and no synthetic preservatives, perfumes, colorants or mineral oil
products.The company does not use phthalates, alkylphenols, or synthetic musks are in their cosmetics. Fundamental to
its principles are environmentally-friendly manufacturing processes, degradability of raw materials and finished products,
and economical, environmentally-friendly and recyclable packaging. Natural cosmetics producers also reject raw
materials extracted from genetically modified plants. Its cosmetics are certified as natural by the BDIH (Federation of
German Industries and Trading Firms).

MARKS & SPENCER Noting a growing consumer concern in the use of chemicals in consumer products, Marks and
Spencer decided in 2003 to remove a number of chemicals of concern from its childrenswear ranges.The chemicals
identified are widely used in plastisol prints on textiles. “Substitution was not straightforward but our designers,
technologists and suppliers have innovated and now introduced suitable alternatives that also meet our quality and cost
expectations. We have now removed all APEOs [alkylphenol ethoxylates] and phthalates from our childrenswear.”
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REEBOK has banned PVC, mercury, lead, azo dyes, chlorine bleach and formaldehyde from use in making its running
shoes.The company restricts the use of substances identified as harmful to the environment and carries out random
audits and product tests to check that suppliers adhere to the policy. “We will continue to monitor the materials used in
production processes, as well as the ever-growing body of chemical and toxicological information.”

PREMIER ROAD PLUS II

K750W800

PREMIER LITE III

VAIO (VGN-S3)

DVD PLAYER (DVP-NS955V)

PLASMA TV (KE-P37XS1)

WM-EC1

MERCURY FREE SILVER
OXIDE WATCH BATTERY

SONY is presenting a watch battery that is mercury-free and electronic products made of vegetable-based plastic, using
halogen-free flame retardants and lead-free solder. Sony has committed to maintain strict control over all chemicals it
uses, while taking steps to reduce, substitute and eliminate, wherever possible, the use of substances that are potentially
hazardous to the environment. Sony developed and introduced flame-retardant vegetable-based plastic to the casings of
two of its DVD players, which were placed on the market in Europe and the US in October 2004.

SONY ERICSSON is among the leaders in the mobile phone industry when it comes to phasing out unwanted
substances, moving away from NiCd batteries several years ago to being a front runner with a complete portfolio
virtually free from brominated flame-retardants by the end of this year. All new phones from now on including charger
and other accessories as well as several of the phones launched in previous years are free of brominated flame retardants
in the printed circuit boards and product housings. From the outset, Sony Ericsson GSM phones were free from
brominated flame retardants in the printed circuit boards and phone housings. Sony Ericsson is showing two phones at
the catwalk that include circuit boards, chargers, housing and plastics which are all free of brominated flame retardants,
use lead-free solder and other components, and have plastic parts free of lead and chromium, as well as nickel-free
surfaces and corrosion protection free of hexavalent chromium.
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testing
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greenpeace investigations
WWW.GREENPEACE.ORG/CHEMICALS

HOUSE DUST

A Greenpeace team equipped

with vacuum cleaners sampled

house dust from homes and

offices across Europe which

were then analysed for

hazardous chemicals.The

results from all nine countries

(Netherlands, France, UK,

Spain, Italy, Denmark, Sweden,

Belgium and Slovakia) showed

substantial quantities of the

kinds of hazardous chemicals

contained in everyday

household products like

textiles, televisions, cosmetics

and toys.These substances are

used, for example, as perfume

agents, flame-retardants or

plastic softeners.The findings

suggest that we are exposed in

our homes and offices to a

daily cocktail of chemicals

suspected of causing harm to

human health.

BLOOD

Greenpeace tested the blood of

ninety-one people for

hazardous chemicals. Every

single blood sample contained

at least one hazardous

chemical among those tested

(brominated flame retardants,

alkylphenols and bisphenol A,

synthetic musks, phthalates

and organotins).

Obviously a lot of people are

unaware that their bodies carry

a chemical burden. Dr. Sauer,

paediatrician at the University

Hospital Groningen in the

Netherlands is concerned about

the findings:“As a

paediatrician myself, this is 

an area I am particularly

worried about. We all know

that unborn or newly born

children are the most

vulnerable to exposure. What

happens to children who are

exposed to environmentally

polluting chemicals at a 

very young age when they 

grow older?” (Greenpeace

Netherlands, Chemical

Footprints in Blood, 2004).

CONSUMER 
PRODUCTS

Greenpeace has investigated

the levels of hazardous

substances in electronic

equipment, textiles, toys,

cosmetics, cleaning products,

sport shoes, mattresses, food

packaging and flooring. In a

project focusing on children’s

textiles we found six types of

hazardous substances in

twenty-one samples of Disney

clothes purchased around the

world, some at very high levels.

Our tests on perfumes didn’t

smell that sweet either; none of

the thirty-six perfumes tested

was free of the two groups of

hazardous substances we

looked for.

RAINWATER

To most people, it is the pure

refreshing act of nature that

sometimes soaks you when you

least expect it but always

washes away the dirt and

refreshes the landscape. But

along with the rain come some

nasty chemicals where you

would least expect to find them.

New research on rainwater in

the Netherlands, Belgium, and

Germany has revealed that

rainwater is polluted with a

huge range of toxic chemicals.

This pollution is particularly

worrying because the

chemicals identified include

known and suspected hormone

disrupters.This means they act

like the hormones that we and

other animals naturally have in

our bodies.These hazardous

chemicals can disrupt the

correct functioning of the body

and harm reproduction and

development.

While our direct exposure to

these chemicals is likely to

come mainly from other

sources (i.e., food,

contaminated indoor air and

dust or from products

themselves), their presence in

rainwater is an illustration of

their widespread distribution

through the environment and

represents a further source of

contamination.
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For more information on REACH, please contact
greenpeace european unit
199 Rue Belliard, 1040 Brussels, Belgium
t +32 2 274 1900  f +32 2 274 1910
http://eu.greenpeace.org  www.greenpeace.org/chemicals

Reach for a better future.
Put substitution into REACH.
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