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The Amazon rainforest
The Amazon rainforest is one of the most biodiverse regions on earth. It is home
to a staggering 15% of the world’s known land-based plant species1 and nearly
10% of the world’s mammals,2,3 and has as many as 300 species of trees in a
single hectare.4 The Amazon is home to about 220,000 people from 180 different
indigenous nations5 who live deep in the rainforest, along with many more
traditional forest dwellers. The rainforest provides these people with everything
from food and shelter to tools and medicines, and plays a crucial role in the
spiritual life of indigenous peoples. It also plays a vital role keeping the world’s
climate stable. All this is threatened by deforestation and related crimes to grow
agricultural commodities such as soya, which is mainly used to feed animals.
Cargill – a global giant
Cargill is a US-based international food and agricultural commodity company that
employs over 140,000 people in over 60 countries.6 The world’s largest privatelyowned company,7 it had 2005 revenues of over $70 billion.8 With an estimated 13
silos and an illegal port facility already built into the Amazon rainforest, Cargill is
leading soya’s invasion of the region – spurring the incursion of illegal farms and
building infrastructure to deliver Amazon soya to global markets.
How Cargill is driving destruction
Much of the Brazilian soya that is fed to chickens, cows and pigs in Europe is
supplied by agricultural giant Cargill.
Soya farming is one of the primary drivers of deforestation in the Amazon. In the
last three years 70,000 km2 of the Amazon have been destroyed. This equates to
six football pitches a minute. Much of this destruction is due to the expansion of
soya farming. Soya is a cheap and readily available source of protein for farm
animals. Greenpeace research on the ground shows that many of biggest poultry
companies in Europe, including Cargill-owned Sun Valley Foods, which itself
supplies some of the most prominent European supermarkets, are using soya
supplied by Cargill, that sources directly from the Amazon rainforest. Soya
farmers supplying Cargill are linked to the use of slave labour, illegal land
grabbing and massive deforestation.
Brazilian government export figures show that, since March 2005, over 340,000
tonnes of soya were shipped into Liverpool from just one port in Brazil –
Santarém.9 As recently as April and May 2006, Greenpeace has documented the
import of Amazon soya into Liverpool and Amsterdam. This soya came from
three Amazon states – Mato Grosso, Rondonia and Pará. While not all the soya
from these states is coming from within the Amazon rainforest, the export figures
clearly indicate a significant volume coming from areas where Amazon
destruction is rampant.10

Greenpeace research shows that the arrival of Cargill in Santarém, and of soya
farmers close behind, is having severe environmental impacts in the Amazon in
western Pará.11 Since Cargill’s arrival, soya has been the major driver of
deforestation in the region. Between 2002 and 2004, annual deforestation rates
jumped from 15,000 to 28,000 hectares in Santarém and the neighbouring
municipality of Belterra in Pará state.11 The Cargill plant in Santarém itself was
built illegally,12 and according to official statistics around 2 million tonnes of soya
has been exported through the port since it was opened in 2003.13
Taking a bite out of the Amazon
Much of the soya coming into Europe from Brazil is a product of forest crime.
Recent Greenpeace investigations in the heart of the rainforest have shown:14
•
•
•
•

•

Membeca Farm, Mato Grosso – this large soya farm has invaded the
traditional lands of the Manoki people. Deforestation to plant soya
continues.
Roncador Farm, Mato Grosso – 215 slave labourers, working 16 hours a
day, seven days a week, were recently freed from this giant soya and beef
farm.
Vó Gercy Farm, Mato Grosso – slave labour on this farm has been used
to clear forest land for soya, which was then sold to major international
agricultural companies.
Xingu Indigenous Park, Mato Grosso – this area is home to 14 indigenous
tribes. There are claims the Xingu Park is being slowly poisoned by the
toxic run off from chemical weedkillers used to grow soya. Satellite photos
show that almost 30% of the Xingu River headwaters have been
deforested.
Lavras Farm, Pará – illegal deforestation has been documented on this
farm that has sold soya to Cargill.

Cargill can’t handle the truth
Greenpeace has recently obtained copies of a confidential briefing sent by Cargill
to its customers in response to the publication of Greenpeace’s recent report
Eating up the Amazon. Unwilling to face the hard truths about the soya industry
in the Amazon spelt out in this report, Cargill’s briefing is a lesson in obfuscation
and denial. The response leaves the fundamentals of the report entirely
unchallenged – the environmental destruction, the slavery, and the land grabbing
linked to the soya industry in the Amazon. Instead, it seeks to placate major
customers by apparently denying or questioning details on six pages in the
report. Cargill’s briefing to its customers does not demonstrate to Greenpeace a
genuine effort to assess the findings of our investigations.

Greenpeace demands that Cargill:
Ends the destruction – immediately stops buying soya from the Amazon
rainforest.
Cleans up the soya trade – demands a full chain of custody to ensure all the
soya comes from legal sources outside the Amazon rainforest and guarantees it
is non-GE.
Supports the solution – develops responsible soya supplies to eliminate the
pressure on the world’s remaining ancient forests.
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