
On 24 July, the first anniversary of the soya 
moratorium, Greenpeace, other NGOs, 
the Brazilian Association of Vegetable 
Oil Industries (ABIOVE) and a number of 
European food retailers gathered in São 
Paulo for a seminar where they restated 
their support for the moratorium, empha-
sising its great potential to protect the 
Amazon rainforest.  

The one-day seminar, which aimed to 
update all stakeholders on the progress 
of the moratorium (see page 2), was also 
attended by representatives of Brazil’s 
corporate sector, Federal and state govern-
ments and media. International companies 
such as McDonald’s, Marks & Spencer and 
Cadbury Schweppes followed the event 
online by video conference, along with the 
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German Government and the International 
Finance Corporation. 

Rebecca Jaramillo, Chief Quality Execution 
Officer at McDonald’s Europe, echoed the 
general view of participants: ‘We recognise 
that there’s no time to lose to protect the 
Amazon. The first year of this effort has 
shown good progress, and we’re com-
mitted to making sure that this continues. 
Should some of the measures take longer 
than the stated two years to implement, we 
expect the moratorium to remain in place 
until they are fully implemented.’ 

The positive contribution to the initiative 
made by McDonald’s and other food sector 
companies was praised by Paulo Adario, 
Greenpeace’s Amazon Campaign 
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Amazon rainforest in Pará State. The rapid rate of deforestation in the Amazon is causing heavy 
losses of biodiversity and is a globally significant source of greenhouse gas emissions. Protecting 
the world’s remaining forests is essential to fight climate change, maintain the livelihoods of millions 
of people, and safeguard a large proportion of the planet’s biodiversity. © Greenpeace/Beltra

Welcome to the second issue 
of Amazon Bulletin, bringing 
you the latest news about the 
moratorium on trading soya 
from newly deforested land in 
brazil’s Amazon rainforest.

in April 2006, Greenpeace 
published Eating up the 
Amazon, a report on its 
investigation into the 
links between soya in the 
supply chains of leading 
international companies 
and the destruction of the 
Amazon rainforest. the report 
prompted an alliance of food 
producers, supermarkets and 
fast-food chains, along with 
Greenpeace and civil society 
organisations, to come 
together to call for change. 
Responding to this pressure, 
the major soya traders 
operating in brazil announced 
a moratorium on trading soya 
from newly deforested land in 
the Amazon, with effect from 
July 2006.

by producing this Amazon 
Bulletin, Greenpeace aims 
to keep the food and 
agribusiness sectors informed 
about the progress of the 
moratorium. it also hopes to 
encourage other companies 
to join the alliance and 
support its efforts to protect 
the Amazon.



Coordinator in Brazil. The Brazilian Government also hailed the suc-
cess of the moratorium, with Johannes Eck of the Cabinet Ministry 
again underlining the Government’s official engagement in the 
initiative.

While there is still a long way to go to halt deforestation in the 
Amazon, all participants are committed to accomplishing the goals 
of the moratorium, even if this requires more than the current two-

The soya moratorium process has made good progress in its first 
year: the tools required to implement the moratorium have been 
identified; the Soya Working Group has been established to lead 
its implementation, with representation from soya traders (led by 
the industry association ABIOVE), environmental NGOs and civil 
society groups; and much work has been done to build dialogue 
with, and establish the confidence of, the soya industry, civil 
society and the Brazilian Federal Government. A set of demands 
around land registration, environmental licensing and land-use 
zoning has been presented to the Government, which currently 
supports and is actively involved in the initiative. 

Nevertheless, there is still an enormous amount of work needed 
to ensure the moratorium’s effective implementation and to secure 
the long-term protection of the rainforest. Most critically, an effec-
tive monitoring system is urgently needed to ensure that land is 
not deforested for soya plantation. 

NGOs involved in the Soya Working Group have formally com-
plained to ABIOVE about the delay in finalising a monitoring sys-
tem and putting it into operation. With no such system in place, 
the industry will be unable to ensure that soya is not planted on 
newly deforested land this season.

A related issue is that successful monitoring and effective 
enforcement of environmental protection laws, especially in critical 
regions at the forefront of agribusiness expansion, depend on 
the fast-tracking of land registration and of an environmental 
licensing system for rural properties across all the Amazon states. 
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Paulo Adario of Greenpeace speaking during the video conference with 
international companies on the first anniversary of the soya moratorium. 
To his left, Carlo Lovatelli, president of ABIOVE. © Greenpeace/Baleia 

Land registration, though officially compulsory, has been widely 
ignored, while environmental licensing has so far been confined to a 
few states. 

The Federal Government has now reached agreement with the 
Soya Working Group and has committed to helping to push this 
work forward. A workshop on 30 and 31 October will enable state 
and Federal governments, producers and civil society organisa-
tions to agree the details of the licensing system; the soya traders 
will also present for approval a finalised mapping and monitoring 
system. The intention is then to prioritise the mapping, registration 
and environmental licensing of rural properties within the soya-
producing municipalities in the Amazon biome, in particular those 
which make up the so-called ‘arc of deforestation’, in the north of 
Mato Grosso and south-western Pará.

When a farm is enrolled in the environmental licensing system, 
the applicant will be obliged to provide a geo-referenced map 
of their land, produced in collaboration with a state-registered 
mapping technician. The map must show both the productive and 
the protected areas of the farm – Brazil’s Forest Code stipulates 
that at least 80% of each landholding must remain as forest. The 
information on the map will then have to be confirmed by satellite 
images so that it can be used in monitoring for new deforestation. 

the road ahead
Greenpeace now expects the Federal and state governments to 
commit themselves fully to comprehensive land registration and to 
the new environmental licensing system. Soya traders also need 
to contribute to these goals by ensuring that their suppliers com-
ply with the requirements. In Mato Grosso, one state where an 
environmental licensing system already exists, only 20% of farms 
have been enrolled – so it is clear that to complete the process 
across the Amazon will require considerable time and effort. Until 
registration, mapping and monitoring of rural properties are prop-
erly implemented, retailers sourcing Brazilian soya must therefore 
continue to put pressure on their suppliers to ensure individually 
that the soya they buy is not linked to Amazon deforestation. 

Given the scale of the crisis in the Amazon, a two-year mora-
torium falls far short of what is ultimately needed to protect the 
rainforest and the global climate. The promising steps that the 
moratorium has initiated towards the long-term protection of the 
Amazon must be speeded up and made permanent if the future 
of the rainforest is to be assured. If the soya moratorium does 
prove successful in reducing deforestation, it will provide a strong 
impetus to persuade other agribusiness sectors to adopt similar 
initiatives. 

In parallel with the soya moratorium, Greenpeace will also con-
tinue to campaign against the planting of genetically engineered 
(GE) crops within the Amazon rainforest and elsewhere, and call 
on food companies to continue to demand non-GE soya from 
their suppliers.  

 the soya moratorium – one year on

© Greenpeace

year time frame. Carlo Lovatelli, ABIOVE’s president, confirmed his 
determination to establish and implement, with Federal coopera-
tion, an effective governance regime for the Amazon soya industry, 
stating ‘We would like to have it done by July 2008 – if not we’ll go 
on and get it done in whatever time is necessary.’

Video footage of the online conference, with English soundtrack, 
can be watched at www.collaborate.com.br/abiove.
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Priority municipalities 
for monitoring as agreed 
by the Soya Working 
Group and the brazilian 
Government

 Deforestation trends: new challenges ahead

Although the area planted with soya in 
Brazil as a whole during the crop season 
2006/07 was smaller than the previous 
year, within the Amazon biome the area 
of soya planted actually grew by around 
340,000ha, despite the overall fall in 
deforestation in the region.

© Greenpeace

Greenpeace, together with eight other 
environmental organisations, has launched 
an ambitious proposal to end deforesta-
tion in the Amazon by 2015. The coalition 
aims to secure a broad commitment to 
a range of measures intended to ensure 
urgent protection for the Amazon rainforest. 
However, achieving this aim will require the 
full involvement of the Brazilian Federal and 
state governments and companies, and its 
success will also depend on parallel inter-
national action to make available economic 
incentives for preventing deforestation. 

Present at the launch in Brasília were the 
Minister of Environment Marina Silva and 

 Seven years to end Amazon deforestation – brazilian nGOs show how

the governors of several Amazon states, 
including major soya producer and 
moratorium supporter Blairo Maggi,  
who is the governor of Mato Grosso,  
a key soya producing and exporting  
state.

The Brazilian Bank of Economic and  
Social Development was represented  
by its president, Luciano Coutinho, who 
pledged ‘We are here to firmly support a 
programme which enables the end of 
deforestation in the Amazon, creating 
funds which can significantly contribute  
to the development of activities that keep 
forests standing.’

Over the last 40 years, some 17% of the 
Amazon rainforest has been destroyed, 
equivalent to an area larger than France. 
Further destruction of the forest would 
contribute significantly to climate change 
and could trigger prolonged droughts 
in several parts of Brazil, reducing the 
country’s agricultural productivity and 
leading to serious economic and social 
impacts. 

In August, the Brazilian Federal 
Government announced that Amazon 
deforestation for the period August 2006 
to July 2007 totalled approximately 9,600 
square kilometres, the lowest annual 
figure since the National Institute for 
Space Research (INPE) started to monitor 
deforestation in the region in 1988. This is 

the third consecutive year in which the total 
area cleared has fallen.

Government measures such as the creation 
of protected areas and the exercise of 
more control by government agencies, 
along with a downturn in the economic 
fortunes of agribusiness, have contributed 
to the reduction in deforestation, as 
more recently has the soya moratorium. 
However, the recent increase in soya and 
beef prices and the predicted boom in 
Brazilian biofuel production may all lead to 
renewed pressure on Amazon land. 

Indeed, there are signs that this pressure 
is already beginning to have an effect. 
Imazon, a Brazilian non-profit research 
institution, has developed a new method 

for generating deforestation maps and 
statistics on a monthly basis using satellite 
images – the Deforestation Alert System 
(SAD). Deforestation detected by SAD in 
Mato Grosso State between May and July 
2007 reversed the 2006/07 downward 
trend across the Amazon as a whole, 
increasing by 200% compared to the 
equivalent period in 2006. 

This rise was echoed by an observed 
increase in the number of fires set across 
the Amazon as a whole between July 
and September compared to the same 
period in 2006. This apparent renewed 
increase in deforestation rates – possibly 
spurred by rising prices of soya and other 
commodities– emphasises the urgent need 
for effective monitoring.

The NGOs behind the proposal believe that 
economic incentives such as investments 
and payments for environmental services 
should be directed at strengthening forest 
governance, including monitoring, control 
and inspection, environmental licensing of 
rural properties, and the creation and 
implementation of protected areas and 
indigenous lands. Indigenous peoples, 
traditional populations and rural producers 
could all benefit from financial compensation 
for forest conservation. Incentives are also 
needed to optimise agricultural use in areas 
which have already been deforested. The 
aims of the proposal thus strongly 
complement those of the moratorium.



Published by Greenpeace international

Forest campaign
Ottho Heldringstraat 5, 1066 AZ Amsterdam
Phone +31 20 7182000 – Fax +31 20 5148151
www.greenpeace.org/amazon

Job number 083
Printed on 100% recycled post-consumer waste 
with vegetable-based inks

�

WORk With uS tO SAve 
the AmAzOn

there is no time to lose in 
preventing further Amazon 
destruction. the urgent need 
to limit global warming and 
stop further catastrophic loss 
of biodiversity requires the 
global food and agribusiness 
industries to take responsibility 
and engage without delay in 
developing solutions – and 
consumers are increasingly 
demanding that they do so. 
nothing less than the future of 
the Amazon rainforest and of 
global climate stability depends 
on such actions. For this 
reason Greenpeace hopes that 
more businesses will commit 
themselves to the alliance of 
consumer-facing companies 
which brought about the 
moratorium, to help bring a halt 
to deforestation in the Amazon 
rainforest. 

For further information, please 

contact Daniela montalto at  

daniela.montalto@int.greenpeace.org

 mapping of the forests and  
 deforestation 

In August 2007, INPE released the data needed for the baseline maps required  
to implement the moratorium. These maps will show the state of deforestation at  
the time of the moratorium announcement. By comparing the maps with satellite 
monitoring images, it will be possible to identify any new deforestation. 

In the priority municipalities at the forefront of soya expansion (as defined by the  
Soya Working Group - see map), field visits will be conducted on ABIOVE’s behalf to 
verify that no soya has been planted on newly cleared land, enabling the soya traders 
to identify farmers responsible for deforestation and exclude them from their lists of 
acceptable suppliers.

Widespread implementation of the new environmental licensing system will allow 
more effective monitoring - the maps of individual farms that are to be produced  
will make it possible to remotely identify those responsible for new deforestation.  

 Communicating with the farmers
The Soya Working Group has launched a brochure intended to improve soya pro-
ducers’ awareness of how to comply with the moratorium. It includes the require-
ments of the environmental licensing system already in place in Mato Grosso and 
some other states (which will form the basis for the new Amazon-wide system), 
and those of the Brazilian Forest Code (the legislation which governs the occupa-

tion, use and protection of the country’s forests). It 
also features helpful pointers about how to achieve 
best agronomic, environmental and social practice.

The brochure, along with a poster summarising its 
contents, is being distributed to land registration 
offices, local authorities and public bodies working 
with rural producers. 

An English version of the brochure is available at 
www.abiove.com br/english/sustent/ 
ms_cprodutor_24jul07_us.pdf

Aerial view of rainforest in Pará State during the burning season in August 2007. Large 
areas are set on fire by farmers to be cleared and appropriated for conversion to arable 
use or cattle ranching. © Greenpeace/Beltra

Cover of English version of the ‘Understanding the Soy  
Moratorium - Responsible Production’ brochure for soya 
farmers, published by ABIOVE and the Soya Working Group.

FORthCOminG eventS 

october

30 & 31
Workshop in Brasília on environmental 
licensing of rural properties, organised 
by the Federal Government (Cabinet 
Ministry) and the Soya Working Group


