
 

 

 

 

From Tianjin to Cancun:  Governments must decide 

the future they want 

 
- Greenpeace briefing for Tianjin climate talks, Oct 4- 9 2010 

 
 In the wake of the Copenhagen failure of last year!s climate talks, the world!s 

governments now need to regroup and decide on the future they want for a 

climate agreement.  

 

They have a choice: do they want more of the extreme weather events we have 

experienced this year to continue; to have their decisions result in warming of 3°C 

or more? Or do they want to set the rules that put us on track to a clean, 

renewable low carbon society? 

 

Since Copenhagen, the world has seen the type of climate impacts that we can 

expect to see in the future, with droughts, fires in Russia and floods in Pakistan.   

 

And as the climate talks open in Tianjin this week, seven states in Mexico are 

underwater from severe flooding. Last week Los Angeles suffered the highest 

temperatures in recorded history.  

 

After a year of dull negotiations, Cancun is an opportunity for Governments to 

come back together and make a step change in their efforts to reaching a global 

agreement, an agreement that they can achieve in South Africa next year.   But 

despite the year of record temperatures, they still appear to lack the necessary 

political will to commit to the substantial emission reductions required.   

 

It is clear that most of the developed country Governments prefer to defend the 

interests of big oil and coal above the interests of ordinary people. It is time for 

them to set the necessary framework so that clean energy investments can 

continue to thrive.   

 

The pledges they have put on the table under the Copenhagen Accord add up to 

11-19% cuts in emissions by 2020, but only 7-14% with all the current loopholes.  

This means that, by 2020, the world will be producing between eight and 14 

gigatonnes of C02 a year more than they should be if they want to keep global 

temperature rise below two degrees C by 2050.  

 

Until they have the courage to put hard limits on pollution in their own countries 

and invest in clean energy, they will not be able to sign a meaningful deal. To 

stop dangerous climate change, we need a global agreement – and soon. The 

people who have suffered the effects of those extreme weather events, along 

with others in the world!s most vulnerable countries threatened by sea level rise, 

are demanding that their Governments take action.   



 

 

 

 

 

Greenpeace demands for Cancun and Tianjin   

 

In Cancun, we need to see Governments making good progress in key areas such as forests and 

finance in order to get a global agreement to stop dangerous climate change. There are key details 

that need to be decided in order to put a solid agreement together. 

 

At the talks in Tianjin, China, they must pull out and agree some key pieces of the negotiation texts 

in front of them so that they can take them forward for agreement in Cancun and nail down some 

of the key building blocks towards a global agreement. 

 

• Governments must re-affirm the continuation of the Kyoto Protocol.  The Kyoto Protocol!s first 

commitment period ends in 2012 – it provides the rulebook for current industrialised country 

emissions cuts, cuts that have to be strengthened.  

They must decide what legal form a final agreement should take. (It!s difficult to negotiate 

something when you!re not entirely clear what you want at the end).  

 

• They must formally recognise that their pledges to cut emissions will neither stop dangerous 

climate change, nor will they get us to the clean energy future that the world wants and that we 

know is possible.  They need to decide on how they will address this issue in the run-up to the 

South Africa meeting at the end of next year.  They must also strengthen these pledges by closing 

the loopholes. 
 

• The US government needs to urgently demonstrate that it is committed to the negotiations 

process. It can do this by showing how it will reduce its emissions at home as well as providing the 

necessary funding to developing countries. It also needs to accept the need to agree on building 

blocks in Cancun rather than continuing to link agreements on one issue to progress on others. 

 

• Governments need to decide on the detailed mechanisms in the areas of climate finance, 

adaptation, technology cooperation, and capacity building.  This is extremely important – without 

the details on each of these issues, it will be difficult to get agreement on the big picture.  

 

• They need to agree a process to further discuss innovative sources of climate finance, finance 

that will not be recycled from other aid money.    

 

• They must agree and ensure the rules on REDD (reduced emissions on deforestation and 

degradation) will also include real safeguards that benefit and protect indigenous peoples' rights 

and biodiversity 

 

• They must agree rules around land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) in developed 

countries.  This means getting rid of the current loopholes, so that their pledges to cut emissions 

will actually cut global emissions, as opposed to the creative accounting we have seen to date.   

 

• They must also make progress on the development of rules for Measuring, Reporting and 

Verifying the implementation of commitments, in developed and developing countries, both for 

cutting emissions and for measuring climate finance.  



 

 

 

 

 

If Governments manage to agree on this set of rules and mechanisms by the end of the Cancun 

meeting, they will have agreed some important building blocks toward a meaningful deal for the 

climate.  

 

Greenpeace contacts for media in Tianjin  

 

Foreign correspondents:  Cindy Baxter Greenpeace International +86 150 1042 3719  

Chinese correspondents: Jason Kwong +86 139 1105 0690 

 

  


