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Greenpeace calls on States attending the 17th Special Meeting of the ICCAT Commission to 
respond to years of overfishing and massive fraud in the Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery 
and to the depletion of the Western stock by suspending the entire Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery, 
ensuring consistency with wider commitments to protect marine biodiversity repeatedly made 
over several years. These include agreements “to rebuild or restore stocks to levels that can  
produce the maximum sustainable yield no later than 2015” under the 2002 Johannesburg 
Plan of Implementation or those made at the CBD meeting in Nagoya to end overfishing by 
2020 as well as to make significant progress in the creation of a network of marine protected 
areas. It is completely unacceptable that States make commitments under one Convention and 
then completely undermine them under another.

Most parties to ICCAT are also parties to CITES. They should not forget that in March this year 
at the CITES Conference of the Parties they committed to ensuring recovery of Atlantic bluefin. 
“Ensuring recovery” and a “40% probability of failing” are  obviously not compatible concepts.

State parties to ICCAT must also ensure consistency with their own decisions at ICCAT. ICCAT 
Recommendation [08-05] asked the SCRS to identify as precisely as possible the spawning 
grounds of bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean “for the annual meeting of the Commission in  
2010 […] in view of the creation of sanctuaries.” The SCRS has fulfilled this mandate, now it is 
the turn of Parties to meet the commitments that they agreed to only two years ago. This is an 
issue of political will, not of availability of information.

The first two days of the Compliance Committee have shown once again the widespread 
compliance problems in the bluefin tuna fishery1 and that the whole purse seining and farming 
system is plagued with structural traceability shortcomings, starting with the inability of 
observers to independently assess real catch levels. Greenpeace regrets that only the 
Delegation of Japan has made the effort of analysing the available observer and inspection 
reports to identify cases of non compliance while other ICCAT CPCs sit down and watch or 
actively criticise the Programme. There are more data available to the COC than ever before, 
but this is useless if countries don't take the time and effort to analyse and use them properly. 
An additional issue is that there are no consequences to non-compliance, whether in the 
bluefin tuna or in other fisheries.

The economics of the Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery are just shocking. While the 
European Union spent over €4 millions of Euros in 2009 in its fisheries control programme as 
much as 10,200 tonnes (a conservative estimate) had not found its way into the market at the 
start of the 2010 fishing season and were still swimming in Mediterranean cages.2 Taxpayers 
should be dismayed by these costs and by the amount of tuna still kept in cages while States 
argue for higher quotas. The majority of this tuna was caught in 2009 and was caged in EU 
farms. This figure is close to the whole quota for the species in 2010 and yet another example 
of the structural problems in this fishery.

1 See documents COC-312, COC-316 and COC-317.
2 See document PA2-608.



Therefore Greenpeace calls on all ICCAT contracting parties to ensure an effective 
recovery of the Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks at the 17th Special Meeting of the ICCAT 
Commission by adopting a recovery plan that:

− takes into account the probabilities table adopted by the ICCAT SCRS at its 2010 
annual meeting, adopts a zero TAC in the coming years for the Eastern bluefin tuna 
stock, to achieve a maximum probability of recovery by 2015.

− takes into account the uncertainties about the status of the Western stock, the likely 
impacts of the Deep Sea Horizon oil spill, and the need to grant protection to the 2003 
year-class, adopts a zero TAC in the coming years for the Western bluefin tuna stock.

− permanently closes to fishing the six areas identified by the ICCAT SCRS as primary 
spawning areas for Atlantic bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean, consistent with paragraph 
25 of ICCAT Recommendation [08-05];

− permanently closes to all fishing the bluefin tuna spawning grounds in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

− agrees on a permanent ban of purse seine bluefin tuna fishing in order to ensure that 
any future allocations of quota be given to fishermen using artisanal gears.

− consistent with international commitments to fight illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing, parties must ensure that existing provisions to pay back IUU catches contained 
in ICCAT Recommendation [08-05] are strictly complied with so as not to further 
undermine the credibility of the Commission.

− ensures the permanent elimination of any future excessive fishing capacity in the 
fishery.

− ensures full compliance not only with agreed bluefin tuna conservation and 
management measures but also with data reporting requirements, including updating 
fishing and trade statistical databases and ensuring cross-check of all the information 
contained in the bluefin catch document to date.


