
 
 

1 |  P a g e
 

Greenpeace New Zealand Submission to the Government’s 

Communications Security Bureau and Related Legislation 

Amendment Bill. 
 

Submitted by Nathan Argent on behalf of: 

Greenpeace New Zealand Aotearoa 

11Akiraho Street 

Mt Eden 

Auckland 1024 

 

1. Introduction: 

 

1.1 Greenpeace New Zealand Inc welcomes the opportunity to submit to Communications Security 

Bureau and Related Legislation Amendment Bill. 

  

1.2 Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change attitudes and 

behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace. 

 

1.3 It comprises 28 independent national/regional offices in over 40 countries across Europe, the 

Americas, Africa, Asia and the Pacific, as well as a co-ordinating body, Greenpeace International. 

 

1.4 Greenpeace New Zealand was founded in 1974 and has over 60,000 financial supporters. The 

organisation has a global membership of 4 million supporters. 

 

1.5 Greenpeace New Zealand has actively campaigned for many years to drive our energy sector 

towards investment in and the deployment of renewable technologies. We have produced ground-

breaking, scientific reports and worked in collaboration with industry, government and leading 

experts to help build a cleaner, more sustainable future for New Zealand. 

 

1.6 Greenpeace New Zealand released a report in February 2013 presenting a road map for delivering 

greater economic prosperity and employment opportunities for New Zealand. The report was based on 

the most up to date and leading analysis of clean energy technology development and economic 

growth from around the world. It relied on the expertise of globally renowned economists and policy 

makers as well as modelling from one of the world’s leading energy market analysts. 

 

2. Background 

 

2.1 Since 1971, Greenpeace has campaigned globally to protect and conserve the environment and 

promote peace. After years of negotiations and pressure, our campaigns, working alongside 

governments and businesses, have yielded many successes to improve our social and economic well-

being.  

 

2.2 We were instrumental in the OSPAR Convention to ban dumping of offshore installations at sea in 

the North-East Atlantic; we worked with ministers from industrialized nations to adopt the Kyoto 

Protocol agreeing to set legally-binding reduction targets on greenhouse gases; we established an 

Antarctic Whale Sanctuary; we collected the UNEP Ozone Award for the development of 
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Greenfreeze, a domestic refrigerator free of ozone depleting and significant global warming 

chemicals; and we campaigned to end nuclear testing in the Pacific. 

 

2.3 In New Zealand, we believe in working with stakeholders to build a cleaner, smarter future for our 

country. Greenpeace are a solutions based organisation who stand alongside business, innovators, 

scientists, investors and politicians to bring a prosperous future for all New Zealanders. 

     

3. Greenpeace submission: 

 

3.1 Greenpeace opposes the proposed amendments to the Communications Security Bureau and 

Related Legislation Amendment Bill and submits that they not be passed. 

 

3.2 The primary effect of the amendments to the GCSB Act in the bill is to broaden the powers of the 

GCSB and allow it to spy on New Zealanders. This is unjustified and a threat to democratic freedoms 

and is opposed. 

 

3.3 Greenpeace is concerned about the new objective in section 6 of the bill, which includes "the 

economic well-being of New Zealand". This is incredibly vague and must not be a principle upon 

which spying is authorised. Such a provision makes people and organisations of certain kinds, 

including those who are members of organisations such as Greenpeace, World Wide Fund for Nature 

and Forest and Bird, with both a national and global membership, who disagree with some forms of 

economic activity, open to the activities of the intelligence services. This is contrary to a free and 

open society. 

 

3.4 It is not reasonable that pursuit of economic activity which can be to the detriment of other aspects 

of social well-being and/or to long term environmental or social health and hence longer term 

resilience of the economy, should be the basis for action by the GCSB. 

 

3.5 Greenpeace is concerned that these new laws contravene the right in the NZ Bill of Rights to be 

free from unreasonable search and seizure, and will have a chilling effect on the rights to free 

expression and freedom of association. It must be kept to an absolute minimum if we are to remain a 

free and democratic society. No justification has been provided for these powers, and therefore they 

should not be granted. 

 

3.6 Greenpeace is concerned that this bill also blurs the separate roles of the GCSB with domestic 

agencies. There are domestic agencies that can spy on New Zealanders and there isn't strong 

justification for turning the GCSB's powers on residents. Oversight will remain inadequate and is 

therefore opposed. 

 

  


