
changing your everyday climate

Statoil is known as a responsible 
oil company. Therefore, Statoil 
purchase of tar sand leases in 
Canada created huge headlines.

After the purchase, Statoil actively 
spread the impression that they had 
chosen a new and more environmentally 
friendly method to extract oil form the 
tar sands; SAGD and that CCS would 
solve the CO

2
 emission problem.

Unfortunately this is not true: 
Statoil’s plans for extracting oil from 
tar sands differentiate little from other 
companies and will result in major 
releases of greenhouse gases.
Greenpeace demands that Statoil to use 
its innovative resources on better projects 
than boiling dirty oil out of Canada’s 
which is a gross misuse of natural gas.

Important facts about 
statoil’s involvement in 
the canadian tar sands.
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changing your everyday climate:

dirty oil and sustainability don’t mix!



Energy intensive

The Steam Assisted Gravity Drainage 
(SAGD)-method uses steam and in 
some cases chemicals to wash out the 
hydrocarbons from deep deposits

If natural gas is used a an energy source 
this results in the emission of 60 kg CO

2
 

per barrel. The  water used needs to be 
cleaned, and to get a analog of conventional 
crude oil bitumen upgrading is required, 
resulting in even greater emissions.

Statoil has estimated that the total emissions 
will be 100 kg CO

2
 per barrel. This is about 

the same amount as the other tar sands 
companies. In comparison the average release 
is 7,8 kg CO

2
 per  barrel of oil extracted by 

Statoil from the Norwegian continental shelf.

Nothing new

The SAGD-method is neither new nor 
environmentally friendly. It is in fact the 
most common method for deep deposits 
and has been around since the 1970s.

80% of the Canadian tar sands deposits 
are not acessible to open pit extraction as 
the deposits are deeper than 75 meters 
from the surface  The reserves in the 
Kai Kos Dehseh area owned by Statoil 
are 300-500m below the surface.

Although the SAGD-method does 
not leave the characteristic cratered 
moonscape and enormous poisonous 
ponds  associated with open pit mining, 
the energy consumption is up to four times 
as high per barrel of bitumen extracted.



CCS will never be able to solve the 
emission problems of tar sand extraction. 
Statoil have stated that they will consider 
using CCS for their planned upgrading 
plant (which is now postponed). Statoil 
emphasises that any CCS project in 
Canada will be “dependent on a suitable 
outlet for the CO2, the existence of 
an appropriate fiscal and regulatory 
regime, and availability of adequate 
infrastructure to transport and store 
the CO2.” None of this exists today.

Statoil has not applied for Canadian 
government funding for any CCS-projects.

Even the Canadian government has 
concluded that; “oil-sands operations are 
very diverse (both geographically and 
technically) and only a small portion of 
the carbon dioxide streams are currently 
amenable for carbon capture and storage.”

In addition to these fundamental 
challenges are the environmental 
problems associated with the 
industrialization of vast areas of boreal 
forest and the use and contamination 
of considerable volumes of water. 

Doubts have also been voiced over the 
actual profitability of tar sand projects, in 
spite of slack environmental legislation and 
extremely generous Canadian taxation.

Carbon Capture and Storage (CSS): A myth



This folder is 
from Greenpeace

In a world where climate change is more 
urgent than ever, Greenpeace demands that 
a company like Statoil use their innovative 
resources on better projects than boiling dirty 
oil out of Canada’s tar sand with natural gas.

The tar sands project has extreme 
environmental consequences, the fossil 
fuels contained in the tar sands are a 
resource the worlds climate cannot 
afford, weakening Canada’s credibility in 
the international climate negotiations.

Norway and Statoil need to stay clear of such 
projects. At Statoil’s annual general meeting 
the 19th of May, shareholders are given the 
chance to decide the future of the tar sands 
extraction. If you own Statoil shares please 
give us your vote, or vote for agenda item 12.

for more information visit

www.greenpeace.no/statoil/english

Greenpeace is an independant 
international non-governmental 
organization for the protection and 
conservation of the environment

 Greenpeace utilizes direct action, lobbying 
and research to achieve its goals and has 
a worldwide presence with national and 
regional offices in over 40 countries.
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