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stAtoil thrusts
towArd the 
Arctic froNtier 
Statoil is an oil company that is two-
thirds owned by the Norwegian state. 
Its focus has historically been on 
offshore oil drilling on the Norwegian 
Continental Shelf. Since the late ’90s, 
Statoil and the Norwegian state have 
chosen to engage abroad; Statoil is now 
operating in 36 countries with a net 
operating income in 2012 of €27,6 bil-
lion, most of which is still made on the 
Norwegian shelf.
 Rather than heeding the warn-
ing, Statoil is approaching the rapidly 
melting ice in the Arctic Ocean as a 
business opportunity, and investing 
heavily in Arctic drilling. Since 2012, 
Statoil has tripled its investment from 
€11 million to €33 million, and has 
established a separate Arctic business 
unit. In fact, Statoil is now in many 
respects the most aggressive player in 

the Arctic, holding the dubious title 
of the sole oil company with offshore 
drilling licenses in all five regions of 
the Arctic.
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1   NorwAy
Several locations, including the worlds 
nothernmost drill site, The Hoop field.
Changing ice extend, drift ice, ice-filled 
areas not open for drilling.

2   greeNlANd
Partnership with Shell, Cairn and 
Nunaoil. 
Heavy sea ice 
Would not be allowed in Norway

3   cANAdA
Partnership with Chevron.
Heavy sea ice 
Would not be allowed in Norway

4   AlAskA (u.s)
66 blocks. Partnership with Conoco-
Phillips on 50 blocks.
Heavy sea ice 
Would not be allowed in Norway

5   russiA
Partnership with Rosneft.
Heavy sea ice 
Would not be allowed in Norway
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there is No Need 
for Arctic oil
Arctic drilling is not only destructive 
and extremely risky, it is also unneces-
sary. Amongst the world’s political and 
business leaders, it is commonly agreed 
that the world’s average temperature rise 
must stay below two degrees centigrade 
to avoid catastrophic consequences. To 
achieve this, we can only afford to burn 
one-third of the fossil fuel reserves we 
already have access to.4 If our politicians 
fail to reverse the current trend, the Earth 
will face a global temperature increase of 
nearly six degrees centigrade.
 Therefore, to avoid the most cata-
strophic consequences of global warm-
ing, the greater part of known oil, gas and 
coal reserves must stay in the ground. 
The current scramble by major oil com-
panies to drill for untapped resources of 
oil and gas will surely take us down a 
path of irreversible climate change, while 
draining precious investment from the 
renewable energy industries of the future.

Arctic drilliNg
is destructive
ANd risky
The Arctic is a fragile and unique eco-
system, home to more than four mil-
lion people as well as great numbers of 
birds, fish, walruses, seals, whales and 
polar bears. This wildlife — as well as 
the livelihood of the Indigenous Peo-
ples of the Arctic — is greatly endan-
gered by the rapidly vanishing sea ice. 
The summer of 2012 saw alarmingly 
powerful sea ice melt that was 18 per-
cent higher than the previous recorded 
summer melt in 2007.1 
 Over the last 30 years, 75 percent 
of the Arctic sea ice (by volume) has 
disappeared. The loss of sea ice speeds 
up global warming,  as open water 
absorbs more heat and sunlight where 
sea ice previously reflected it back up 
into the atmosphere.
 Conducting Arctic oil drilling not 
only places additional pressure on the 

already fragile Arctic environment, it 
is also extremely risky. Statistically, 
there is a one-in-five chance of a major 
spill occurring over the lifetime of 
drilling activity within just one block 
of leases in the Arctic Ocean.2 Even the 
oil industry admits there is no way 
to prevent a Deepwater Horizon-style 
blowout in the Arctic, and that clean-
ing up a spill in these treacherous 
conditions would be virtually impos-
sible. A major Arctic oil spill would be 
absolutely devastating to the people 
and wildlife of the region — far more 
serious than in warmer seas such as 
the Gulf of Mexico.3

2011 Godafoss oil spill near Norwegian cost. © Jon Terje Hellgren Hansen / Greenpeace



NorwAy leAds 
the rAce for 
Arctic oil
Despite evidence of the needless risk 
and ecological threat associated with 
Arctic drilling, Statoil continues to po-
sition itself as one of the most aggres-
sive oil companies in the Arctic. Next 
summer, Statoil plans to drill two to 
three wells in the Hoop frontier in the 
Barents Sea. This will be the northern-
most offshore drill site on the planet.5 
This well is at roughly 74 degrees 
latitude, near the Arctic Bear Island, 
famous for its polar bears and bird 
colonies. In case of an accident this far 
north, any substantial help would be 
days away. And Statoil’s drilling plans 
do not stop there. 
 In other parts of the Arctic, Sta-
toil is actively seeking and securing 
licenses to drill in further ice-prone 
waters, where the danger of icebergs 
and unpredictable weather patterns is  

 
 
 
 
 
 
high. In fact, in addition to drilling at 
the extreme far north of the Norwe-
gian continental shelf, Statoil is now 
in the unique position to have secured 
licenses to drill in hazardous and ice-
prone waters in all of the other Arctic 
states: Russia, the USA, Canada and 
Greenland. Statoil holds licenses off 
Alaska, both alone and with Conoco-
Philips. Off Canada’s shores they hold 
a lease with Chevron; off Greenland 
with Shell and Cairn. 
 Last year, Statoil also signed a 
large deal with the Russian company 
Rosneft,6 which included cooperation 
at the Perseevsky field, as far as 78 
degrees north, deep into icy waters. 
Statoil has committed to drill at least 
one well there by 2020,7 and is thus 
also pushing the Russian oil industry 
further North than it has ever been.

NorwegiAN 
doublestANdArds
Norway is known around the world as 
a nation that wants to combat climate 
change and cares about the environ-
ment. The standards on which Statoil 
operates in Norway are fairly high, 
and Norwegian North Sea oil is among 
the “cleanest” in the world. However, 
its behavior on home territory differs 
substantially from its behavior abroad. 
 Statoil is engaged in the most dam-
aging oil adventures in the world. For 
example, Statoil is invested in the tar 
sands projects in Canada, which have 
displaced First Nations communities, 
fragmented the Boreal forests, endan-
gered human health, polluted rivers, 
pushed wildlife like the Caribou to the 
brink of extinction — not to mention 
being one of the most CO2-intensive 
energy production projects on the 
planet. Statoil is also involved in shale 
gas projects in the US that leak meth-
ane into the atmosphere, make drink-

ing water flammable and even create 
small local earthquakes. Statoil is also 
engaged in extreme deepwater drilling 
projects off Brazil, which go deeper 
than the Deepwater Horizon project, 
the blow-out of which cost 11 workers 
their lives and unleashed five million 
barrels of oil into the Gulf of Mexico.

Due to environmental and safety8 
concerns, Norway does not allow 
drilling in ice-prone waters on its 
own continental shelf, where it also 
controls which licenses it will grant 
to oil companies. But Statoil is forg-
ing ahead with precisely this type of 
drilling elsewhere in the Arctic. In 
other words, as long as Norway keeps 
its own backyard clean, it seems to be 
more than happy to allow its company 
to gamble with any other part of the 
Arctic.

Tug hired by Cairn for Arctic drilling in 2011. © Will Rose / Greenpeace



stAtoil fActs
  The Norwegian State owns two 

thirds of Statoil’s shares.

  Statoil’s net operating income in 
2012 was 27,6 billion Euros.

  Statoil are involved in 36 countries, 
including unconventional oil extrac-
tion in its tar sands operations in 
Canada and shale gas and tight oil in 
the US. 

  Statoil tripled Arctic investments 
from 11 million Euros in 2012 to 33 mil-
lion in 2013

  Statoil holds offshore drilling 
licenses in all five regions around the 
Arctic Ocean.

  Norway does not allow drilling in 
icy waters on its own shelf. As a mini-
mum, its oil company should follow 
the same standards elsewhere in the 
Arctic.

NorwAy oPPoses
iNterNAtioNAl 
regulAtioN
To prevent any possible obstacles 
for Statoil’s quest for frontier oil, the 
Norwegian government is actively 
fighting against stricter regulations 
of fossil fuel extraction in the Arctic. 
As Norway’s Deputy Oil and Energy 

Minister said when he argued against 
Arctic drilling safety proposals from 
the EU; “The EU is free to argue what 
it wants, but this would almost be like 
us commenting on camel operations 
in the Sahara, which we do not have 
anything to do with.”9 Norway is now 
fighting tooth and nail to avoid the 
agreed directive — which requires oil 
spill clean-up capacity before drilling 
— from becoming binding for Norwe-
gian operations.

 Norway’s Foreign Minister, Espen 
Barth Eide, confirmed this when he 
said: ”Several countries, some of 
which are EU-members, are working 
for an international treaty that will de-
prive us of our rights in the North and 
define the area as a common resource 
for humanity. ... We are actively work-
ing with other Arctic states to fight 
this. We do not want it.”10

NorwAy should be 
sAviNg the Arctic
It is still possible to save the Arctic; 
climate change must be proactively 
halted and the Arctic must be given 
proper protection as one of the world’s 
last pristine places. To contribute posi-
tively to a healthy Arctic and climate, 
Norway must: 

  Fully commit to a green energy 
transition from oil, coal and gas to 
sun, water and wind as soon as pos-
sible. The technology, knowledge and 
money are at hand; all that’s lacking is 
the political will. 

  Put an end to Statoil’s destructive 
activities abroad and ensure that it 
is not allowed to drill in icy waters 
abroad, as at home.  

  Through its membership in the 
Arctic Council, enforce rules that ban 
all offshore oil drilling in the Arc-
tic Ocean, recognizing that oil spills 
cannot be cleaned up in ice and that 
the world’s climate cannot afford the 
burning of more fossil fuels.

Statoil tar sands facility in Alberta, Canada. © Martin Norman / Greenpeace



A young Polar Bear in the Arctic. © Daniel Beltrá / Greenpeace
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you 
cAN MAke 

A differeNce
Sign up at SaveTheArctic.org and 
get engaged in our campaign to 
stop reckless governments and 

greedy industry from de-
stroying the Arctic. 
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