
 

NGO STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF 

BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL,  COALITION FOR FAIR FISHERIES ARRANGEMENTS, GREENPEACE,  

INTERNATIONAL COLLECTIVE IN SUPPORT OF FISHWORKERS,  NORTH SEA FOUNDATION, 

OCEANA,  PEW ENVIRONMENT GROUP,  SEAS AT RISK,  SHARK ALLIANCE,  WWF 

 
REGARDING THE 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON 

THE AMENDMENT OF COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) 1185/2003 ON THE 

REMOVAL OF FINS OF SHARKS ON BOARD VESSELS 
 

 

Shark finning is banned in the EU, but the current Regulation EC 1185/2003 allows shark fins 

and bodies to be landed separately under a complicated and excessive fin-to-carcass weight 

ratio.  The Regulation is too lenient and is difficult to enforce, making it easier for the wasteful 

practice of finning to occur undetected and unpunished.  In November 2010, The Commission 

Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries launched a public consultation and 

invited stakeholders to comment on several options for amending the EU finning Regulation. 

 

Our organisations strongly endorse the Commission’s Option 3: “fins remain attached”.  

Prohibiting at-sea removal of shark fins (thereby requiring that sharks be landed with 

their fins naturally attached) is the simplest and most reliable means for implementing a 

finning ban. 

 

Long recommended by scientists, enforcement officials, and conservationists, the straight-

forward “fins-naturally-attached” policy (which allows for partial detachment of fins to 

facilitate storage) considerably reduces the control and enforcement burden, greatly improves 

information on species and quantities of sharks landed, and would significantly increase 

compliance.  Costa Rican fishermen have successfully pioneered this technique for frozen as 

well as fresh sharks.  

 

The fins-naturally-attached approach has gained acceptance in an increasing number of shark 

fishing countries, including most Member States of the European Union, and international 

bodies.  Arguments for such a strategy are reinforced and explained in detail in a recent expert 

study1 published by the European Elasmobranch Association and the IUCN Shark Specialist 

Group that compare EU shark catching, processing, and trade practices with those of the rest of 

the world.  An EU fins-naturally-attached policy has also been recently promoted through a 

December 2010 Resolution by the European Parliament. 

 

The EU shark finning ban is the only safeguard in place for dozens of European shark and ray 

species.  In particular, EU catches of mako and blue sharks  -- dominant  species in  EU longline 

fisheries and the global shark fin trade -- remain unregulated.  A fins-naturally-attached rule 

will address the imperative to properly enforce the main EU protection for these vulnerable 

species as a step toward comprehensive EU shark fisheries management.  As the EU is a major 

player in global shark fishing, a strong EU shark finning Regulation would also benefit sharks 

around the world.   

 

Our organisations urge the Commission to show global leadership, and take the EU 

finning ban from lagging to leading on shark conservation by supporting Option 3. 

                                                 
1 Fowler, S. and Séret, B. 2010. Shark fins in Europe: Implications for reforming the EU finning ban. European 
Elasmobranch Association and IUCN Shark Specialist Group. http://www.sharkalliance.org/content.asp?did=36599  
 


