
       Press briefing – 24 April 2012 
 

Political power play on EU fisheries reform - state of play 
 
What has happened so far 
In order to address the current failings of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), the European Commission 
launched a proposal for an overhaul of EU fisheries management in July 2011. The reform package includes 
three legislative proposals establishing: 
 

 overarching objectives, targets, timelines and management approaches for the next decade of EU fisheries 
management (CFP basic regulation – the main bulk of the reform package); 

 rules to manage the common market in fishery and aquaculture products (CMO regulation); 

 a new maritime and fisheries fund, including subsidies and funding from the EU budget (EMFF regulation). 
  
According to the Commission’s own assessment, “an excessive fishing pressure has eroded away the present 
and future productivity of the fish stocks,” resulting in “poor economic efficiency, high environmental impact, 
high fuel burn and low contribution of European fisheries to food supply” [1]. The Commission’s package 
recognises some of the fundamental problems that are facing our oceans, but has left too much for the 
European Parliament and the Council to complete. 
 
Expected timeline for negotiations on the CFP “basic” regulation  
26-27 April ministerial debate in the fisheries Council on transferable fishing concessions, fleet 

management and regionalisation (see below); 
8 May   vote in the European Parliament environment committee (non-lead committee) on the CFP 

regulation; 
14-15 May  ministerial debate on the CFP in the fisheries Council (likely on the recovery of fish stocks 

beyond levels that can produce the so-called maximum sustainable yield); 
18-19 June  Council aims to complete its negotiation mandate to start detailed work with the Parliament; 
10 July   vote in the lead Parliament fisheries committee on the CFP regulation; 
10-12 Sept. vote on the CFP regulation in the plenary of the European Parliament; 
Oct. – Dec. vote or political agreement in the Council (end of first reading). 
 
A second reading of the CFP regulation is expected to take place during 2013, culminating in a final vote in the 
autumn of 2013. Other timelines apply for the CMO and EMFF regulations [2]. 
 
Deadlock in Council 
EU country positions are deeply split between those by and large defending the status quo and the continued 
overexploitation of the sea, and those that want binding stock recovery targets and ambitious reform. The first 
group includes France, Spain, Ireland, Belgium and Poland, the second includes the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Austria. Several countries are still sitting on the fence or letting more vocal countries act on their behalf. These 
include Germany, the UK, Bulgaria, Romania and many land-locked countries.   
 
As a result, Council negotiations are stagnating and the Commission’s timid approach to reform shows no signs 
of shaking European ministers into action. The Danish EU presidency will have its work cut out if it is to make its 
mark and help deliver a new, sustainable fisheries policy for the EU. 



 
What to expect from 26-27 April Fisheries Council 
Ministers will debate three topics: 

 how to manage the EU fleet and access to quota and fishing grounds (also known as fishing opportunities), 
including a debate on whether to support or reject a proposal for the introduction of transferable fishing 
concessions; 

 how to regionalise fisheries management and decision-making; and 

 the economic and social dimension of the CFP (lunch-time debate). 

 
The debate on the EU fleet and access to fishing opportunities is at the core of the CFP reform. It will determine 
where, when and who can fish and who cannot, and how fishing vessels should operate. Greenpeace and 
OCEAN2012 believe priority access should be granted to fishermen who have the least impact on the 
environment and add the most value to local fishing communities. 
 
A large group of countries is opposed to transferable fishing concessions – a scheme that would allow 
fishermen to trade quota concessions allocated to them. Greenpeace, OCEAN2012 and many other green 
groups warn that the Commission’s proposed scheme would favour destructive industrial fishing operations 
with the greatest means to purchase concessions, while putting small-scale, sustainable fishing operations at a 
disadvantage. 
 
European Parliament – the players: 
Many MEPs position themselves on fisheries issues according to national, not party lines. The work of the 
fisheries committee is also known to be heavily influenced by MEPs representing the interests of the industrial 
fishing sector. Concerns for sustainability and the protection of the marine environment rank comparatively 
low on the committee’s agenda, in spite of the efforts of a group of more progressive MEPs. The majority of 
MEPs in the European Parliament show little interest in fisheries issues, but may support proposals aimed at 
improving the sustainability of fishing activities. 
 
Progressive voices in Parliament on the CFP reform include: 

 

Ulrike Rodust, German S&D MEP and rapporteur for the CFP regulation in the fisheries committee. She 
will submit her draft report in early May. 
 

Chris Davies, UK Alde MEP and rapporteur for the CFP regulation in the environment committee (non-
lead committee). He is leading a progressive campaign for reform and initiated the Parliamentary 
campaign group Fish for the Future. 

 

Isabella Lövin (Swedish Green MEP), Raül Romeva i Rueda (Spanish Green MEP) and Jean-
Paul Besset (French Green MEP): initiators of the CFP Reform Watch (http://cfp-
reformwatch.eu/) webpage, which aims to facilitate access to information on CFP reform 
and encourage news reporting and stakeholder involvement. 

 
Conservative voices on CFP reform include:  

 

Alain Cadec, French EPP MEP and rapporteur for the EMFF regulation in the fisheries committee.  
 
  

Carmen Fraga, Spanish EPP MEP and shadow rapporteur for the CFP regulation. 

   

Struan Stevenson, UK ECR MEP and rapporteur for the CMO regulation. 
 

  

Gabriel Mato Adrover, Spanish EPP MEP, Chair of the Fisheries Committee. 
 

 
Notes for editors: 

http://cfp-reformwatch.eu/
http://cfp-reformwatch.eu/


[1] Commission Working Document: Reflections on further reform of the Common Fisheries Policy: http://www.cfp-
reformwatch.eu/pdf/reflection_cfp_08_mid.pdf.
[2] Expected timeline for the CMO regulation:  
24-25 April Parliament environment committee vote 

(opinion) on CMO 
30 May fisheries committee vote 
02-06 July Parliament plenary vote 

Expected timeline for the EMFF regulation: 
20 June environment committee vote (opinion) on EMFF 
28 Nov. fisheries committee vote 
Jan. 2013 Parliament plenary vote 
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