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Preface

Preface
János Bálint Mező, 
Office Director of Greenpeace Hungary

In 2021, scientists around the world warned us again. We have until 2030 to act 
to prevent the catastrophic effects of the climate crisis. The report of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change shows that we will face ever more severe 
extreme weather events in the future, but the collapse of ice sheets and chang-
es in ocean currents cannot be ruled out. At the same time, we urgently need to 
find a solution to the ecological crisis, while the nature around us declines to an 
alarming extent. The coronavirus epidemic has shown all of us the vulnerability of 
our systems and our health. That is why we must do everything we can to protect 
the wonderful natural system that keeps us alive.

At Greenpeace Hungary, we steadfastly persevere and strive to ensure that deci-
sion-makers take meaningful action to protect the Hungarian population from the 
serious consequences of environmental crises. We want to ensure that decisions 
cannot be made in Hungary to the detriment of our climate and natural resources.

We also claimed many successes in our work in 2021:

• The plastic ban came into force in Hungary, which, thanks to our work, also 
covers the restriction of plastic bags.

• Thanks to our protest, national oil company MOL withdrew its drilling plans 
for the Őrség National Park.

• We created a historic moment: for the first time in Hungary, candidates for 
Prime Minister had a roundtable debate on green issues.

• Many years of litigation ended with Kishantos and Greenpeace winning at 
the High Court.

• Thanks to our campaign activities, the liquidation of the polluted site at Kis-
kunhalas is now under way.

In 2021, our experts also participated in the work of the National Environmental 
Council. As a result of our work, the NEC has incorporated Greenpeace’s profes-
sional viewpoint into a number of areas in its resolution sent to ministries, includ-
ing the priority given to refilling in waste management and the greening of Dan-
ube shipping. 

We are financially and politically independent. Seeking co-operation, we work to 
resolve the biggest crises that threaten our future, to avoid a climate and ecolog-
ical collapse in Hungary and everywhere around the world. This is the most im-
portant task before us if we want our planet to be habitable for future generations.

“

„

In 2021, how we treated nature ap-
peared in a concentrated manner. De-
struction in the guise of development 
is taking place in protected areas: 
reeds are being cleared, mud is being 
dredged, concrete is being laid down, 
nature is being destroyed, so that a lux-
ury hotel, a huge marina and a football 
pitch with artificial grass can be built, 
extending into the riverbed. If we do 
not stop it all, we will permanently de-
stroy what is left of Hungary’s unique 
wildlife. Decision-makers in Hunga-
ry must represent the interests of the 
Hungarian people instead of eradicat-
ing and destroying, and supporting the 
major polluters. We are grateful to ev-
eryone who stayed with us this year and 
supported us in our work.

János Bálint Mező,  
Office Director of Greenpeace Hungary
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Our campaign to eliminate plastic  
pollution

In 2021, targeting political and business deci-
sion-makers, we continued to work to replace sin-
gle-use  plastic bottles, bags and cans with reus-
able and refillable packaging as widely as possible. 
We addressed an open letter to the government to 
guarantee the mandatory recycling and refilling of 
drinks packaging, and we produced an innovative 
video to call on companies to take substantive ac-
tion against the plastics crisis.

In April, our volunteers carried out a waste collec-
tion and brand audit on Szentendre Island, and in 
the summer they cleaned along the Körös rivers 
while rowing in canoes. In July, the day we were 
waiting for finally came: the ban on plastics came 
into force in Hungary as well. In the second half 
of the year, we continued our expert work so that 
the deposit-fee decree, which will come into force 
in Hungary from 2023, should definitely help elimi-
nate the mountains of plastic.

SUCCESS: The plastic ban 
comes into force in Hungary

On 1 July, the EU ban on a range of plastics came into force in 
Hungary. The regulation covers, among other things, disposable 
plastic straws, cutlery and cotton buds. We consider it our own 
success that the Hungarian regulations are even stronger than 
the EU ban, because the restriction of plastic bags has also been 
written into law in Hungary. Almost a quarter of a million people 
signed our petition calling for the ban on plastic bags, the most 
widely supported environmental petition in Hungary.

Right: © Attila Pethe / SkyViewAir / Greenpeace. Edited photo. The original was taken in 2018. 

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7993/a-kormanyon-mulik-meddig-nonek-meg-a-szemethegyek-es-folyik-a-pazarlas/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8264/fuldoklik-a-duna-part-a-muanyagban-a-hulladek-nagy-resze-a-coca-colahoz-kotheto/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8264/fuldoklik-a-duna-part-a-muanyagban-a-hulladek-nagy-resze-a-coca-colahoz-kotheto/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8460/eletbe-lepett-magyarorszagon-a-muanyagtilalom-mi-varhato-ezutan/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8460/eletbe-lepett-magyarorszagon-a-muanyagtilalom-mi-varhato-ezutan/
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We produce an innovative 
video to call on companies 
to take action against the 
plastics crisis
We released a new campaign video about plastics, narrated by pop-
ular Hungarian singer Tomi Fluor. The campaign calls on business 
leaders to take part in resolving the global plastics crisis. The prob-
lem today is that the market cannot pass on the responsibility to con-
sumers: it is up to companies to make sustainable solutions available 
to consumers and to reduce the production and use of disposable 
plastics as quickly as possible.

On our website linked to the campaign, we also put together a four-
part package of recommendations for companies on what they can 
do to eliminate plastic waste – including rethinking distribution, prod-
ucts, packaging and recycling.

We clean waste from part of 
Szentendre Island and the 
Körös rivers

In 2021, our activists took part in two waste-collection operations. 
In April, they joined the Maradjanak a FÁK a Rómain civil group vol-
unteers and collected a total of 80 bags of waste in the wooded area 
near a branch of the Danube in Szentendre. The assembled waste 
was inspected by the volunteers to assess exactly from which com-
panies the refuse released into the environment came, a significant 
part of which was PET bottles. The brand audit showed that the 
identified waste was mostly connected to well-known major compa-
nies such as Coca-Cola, PepsiCo and mineral-water producer Szent-
királyi Hungary Ltd.

In the summer, our volunteers took their canoes onto the water and 
collected waste along the Körös rivers. In four days, more than 30 
bags of garbage were collected, most of which were PET bottles. In 
both cases, the sorted plastic was returned to the recycling system 
by our volunteers.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z8_HZlsku2Q
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/vigyazz-muanyag/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8049/gondold-ujra-a-disztribuciot/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8056/gondold-ujra-a-termeket/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8056/gondold-ujra-a-termeket/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8062/gondold-ujra-a-csomagolast/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/blog/8066/gondold-ujra-magat-az-ujrahasznositast/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8264/fuldoklik-a-duna-part-a-muanyagban-a-hulladek-nagy-resze-a-coca-colahoz-kotheto/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=983958179120891
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We campaign for the 
introduction of mandatory 
recycling and refilling

We welcomed the fact that in February, Parliament again voted in a 
series of laws which should allow drinks packaging to be redeemable 
in Hungary from 1 July 2023. As the specific regulations are the duty 
of a government decree based on these laws, we addressed an open 
letter to the relevant ministers to ensure that the government guar-
antees the introduction of a workable, mandatory refund system as 
soon as possible and that the regulation sets ambitious targets for 
refilling drinks packaging. In our petition, we continued to expect the 
government to act in the name of true sustainability.

In July, together with the Humusz Szövetség, the Zöldövezet Társulás 
and other NGOs, we demanded that the government establish an effi-
cient deposit system for refilling drinks packaging. The claim includes 
the mandatory refilling quota that we suggested. The resolution was 
also adopted at the 2021 Annual Meeting of Green NGOs by represen-
tatives of the organisations participating in the mandate, making it a 
common cause for green NGOs.

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7993/a-kormanyon-mulik-meddig-nonek-meg-a-szemethegyek-es-folyik-a-pazarlas/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7993/a-kormanyon-mulik-meddig-nonek-meg-a-szemethegyek-es-folyik-a-pazarlas/
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/mondjunk-nemet-az-eldobhato-kulturara/stoppetpalack/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8520/az-ujratoltheto-italcsomagolasok-bevezeteset-szorgalmazzak-hazai-civil-szervezetek/
https://zoldcivil.hu/2021/08/31/allasfoglalasok-2021/
https://zoldcivil.hu/2021/08/31/allasfoglalasok-2021/
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We have been working for a decade to make ecolog-
ical agriculture as widespread in Hungary as possi-
ble. Indeed, how we produce our food is a key issue 
in preserving the life of our planet. Agriculture based 
on destructive chemicals must be converted to or-
ganic food production. In this context, we organised 
a large-scale international agro-ecology conference 
online and once more took action against glyphosate.

In 2021, we launched a comprehensive petition for 
the protection of Hungary’s natural treasures, advo-
cated for our big lakes and opposed the government 
investment project to destroy the wildlife of Lake 
Fertő. On the occasion of Pope Francis’ visit to Hun-
gary in the autumn, we used a hot-air balloon to proj-
ect the pontiff’s own words to protect nature, then 
Greenpeace activists hacked a poster for the Buda-
pest World of Hunting and Nature Exhibition and, at 
the state-organised Sustainability Expo, our activists 
drew attention to the government’s numerous na-
ture- and climate-destroying activities. At the end of 
November, we claimed a victory: an absurd six-year 
lawsuit ended with Kishantos and Greenpeace win-
ning the case at the High Court.

Climate and Energy

We launch a petition to protect 
the wildlife of Hungary
The guidelines for the protection of nature in Hungary over the next ten 
years will be determined by Hungary’s National Biodiversity Strategy, so 
we considered it important that the completed document be truly am-
bitious. We launched a comprehensive petition for the protection of our 
natural resources, in order to ensure that Hungary’s biodiversity strate-
gy falls in line with the goals of the European Union, to ensure the pro-
tection of our forests, wetlands and pollinators in Hungary, and to sup-
port sustainable agriculture. 

Header image: © Mitja Kobal / Greenpeace

Our campaign to conserve biodiversity

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8102/uj-trendek-a-vilag-vezeto-agraregyetemein-a-jovo-az-okologiai-szemleletu-gazdalkodase/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8547/a-rakkockazatu-glifozat-tilalmat-kovetelik-zold-szervezetek-az-agrarminiszte
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/vedjuk-meg-termeszeti-kincseinket/
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/ferto-termeszetpusztitas-kozpenzbol/
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/ferto-termeszetpusztitas-kozpenzbol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8659/a-greenpeace-holegballonrol-uzent-ferenc-papa-szavaival-a-termeszet-vedelmeert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8659/a-greenpeace-holegballonrol-uzent-ferenc-papa-szavaival-a-termeszet-vedelmeert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8676/tobb-mint-25-szereset-kolti-az-allam-a-vadaszati-vilagkiallitasra-mint-10-nemzeti-parkunkra-osszesen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8791/ader-szavaival-uzent-a-greenpeace-palkovicsnak-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8786/a-kurian-is-gyozott-kishantos-es-a-greenpeace-de-ki-adja-vissza-kishantos-foldjeit/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8786/a-kurian-is-gyozott-kishantos-es-a-greenpeace-de-ki-adja-vissza-kishantos-foldjeit/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7943/valaszuton-a-magyar-kormany-megvedi-vagy-tovabb-pusztitja-termeszeti-kincseinket/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7943/valaszuton-a-magyar-kormany-megvedi-vagy-tovabb-pusztitja-termeszeti-kincseinket/
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We continue to work to get as 
much local organic food as 
possible into canteens

In 2021, we continued to work to get as much locally and organically 
produced food as possible onto children’s tables in communal can-
teens. This is key not only for health, but also for nature and climate 
protection, and it strengthens local communities by providing nearby 
farmers with a secure market and a fair income.

We consider it a great achievement that the regulations on public-ca-
tering procurement in Hungary have changed: from 1 January 2022, 
at least 60% of food must be gathered from domestic sources and 
short-supply chains, and organic farming must be involved as much 
as possible in the ingredients. We believe that our many years of 
hard work have played a role in this matter, as we have done every-
thing we can to convince decision-makers of its importance.

In the autumn, we made a video showing an excellent example in a 
primary school where a complex educational programme was creat-
ed behind the eating process. There are no plastic bags or packaged 
food in the kitchen at this school. They also use Hungarian and lo-
cally produced organic ingredients, introduce children to the healthy 
and environmental effects of eating, visit producers and learn how 
to cook in the kitchen.

We organise an international 
conference on agro-ecology 

Together with the Védegylet Egyesület, we organised an international 
online conference entitled ‘New Trends at the World’s Best Agrarian 
Universities’. At the event, speakers from the most respected foreign 
agricultural universities presented new directions in education and 
research in the field of food and agriculture. The conference partici-
pants were given answers on how to produce food for humanity while 
finding solutions to the worsening ecological and climate crisis and 
food and social problems, all of which are key challenges in training 
the agricultural professionals of the future.

We hope that by bringing the good practices of the best foreign ag-
ricultural universities to Hungary, we can support the government’s 
goal of making the Hungarian University of Agricultural and Life Sci-
ences, which was established by merging several universities, among 
of the best in the world in education and research in the field of eco-
logical agriculture. This, in turn, will also give due weight to tuition 
and research in ecologically oriented agriculture in higher education 
in Hungary.

Our campaign to conserve biodiversity

We demand the Minister of 
Agriculture ban carcinogenic 
glyphosate

Together with WWF Hungary, the Hungarian Ornithological and Na-
ture Conservation Society (BirdLife Hungary), the National Society of 
Conservationists (Friends of the Earth Hungary) and other Hungarian 
green organisations, in accordance with the biodiversity strategy of 
the European Union and also taking into account the frustrating data 
on cancer in Hungary, we wrote an open letter to the Minister of 
Agriculture István Nagy not to support the re-authorisation of the 
hazardous herbicide product glyphosate in agriculture and in other 
sensitive uses.

The herbicide, previously classified as a carcinogen, was re-autho-
rised in the EU in 2017 for a limited time with the support of Hungary. 
The future of glyphosate will be decided by the EU in 2022. Hungary, 
together with three other member states, has again proposed the 
authorisation of this chemical, which poses a risk to both our health 
and the environment, according to experts.

© Greenpeace

© Greenpeace

© Greenpeace

https://sites.greenpeace.hu/tudj-meg-tobbet-az-okomenzarol/
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/tudj-meg-tobbet-az-okomenzarol/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVsZV57SyC8
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8102/uj-trendek-a-vilag-vezeto-agraregyetemein-a-jovo-az-okologiai-szemleletu-gazdalkodase/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8102/uj-trendek-a-vilag-vezeto-agraregyetemein-a-jovo-az-okologiai-szemleletu-gazdalkodase/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8547/a-rakkockazatu-glifozat-tilalmat-kovetelik-zold-szervezetek-az-agrarminisztertol/
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We act on several fronts to 
protect Lake Fertő

In April, in support of a local civil initiative to protect the area, we  
challenged through the courts the large-scale, nature-damaging in-
vestment in Lake Fertő, funded by the government. On World Biodi-
versity Day, we stood up with civilians and well-known Hungarian 
actors – Dorottya Udvaros, Eszter Földes and Anikó Für – to protect 
Lake Fertő and the major big lakes in Hungary, where similar public 
and private investments are destroying wildlife.

Already in June, UNESCO urged the cessation of the large invest-
ment in Lake Fertő, and we appealed to the Hungarian National Com-
mittee of the Ramsar Convention to review its previous decision on 
the investment. In addition, our activists, along with actor Dorottya 
Udvaros, took part in an initiative at the lake to protect swallows: the 
activists removed the plastic lattices, the so-called bird-protection 
nets, from the stilt houses still standing on the lake, which were in-
stalled by the people from the investment company to prevent swal-
lows nesting in buildings awaiting demolition. 

Meanwhile, the international scandal has grown around the Lake 
Fertő luxury investment – the international secretariat of the Ramsar 
Convention has asked the Hungarian commission to provide them 
with materials and studies to assess the information upon which the 
Hungarian commission approved the investment.

In July, we wrote an open letter to Viktor Orbán asking the Hungar-
ian Prime Minister to take action against the construction destroy-
ing nature, especially against the government’s luxury investment at 
Lake Fertő. In the middle of August, the Minister of Agriculture Ist-
ván Nagy responded to our letter, in which he supported the mega 
investment in Lake Fertő.

In November, we released a new video in which comedian Gergely 
Litkai gives an alternative guided tour, spiced with humorous sarcas-
tic elements, of the propaganda exhibition by the building company 
of the Fertő Part holiday complex in Sopron. The video generated a 
lot of views, reaching about 10% of Hungarian internet users.

In December, we addressed the Public Procurement Arbitration 
Committee and challenged the public procurement for Fertő, which 
was withdrawn by the investment company a few days later. How-
ever, on Christmas Eve, this scandalous procurement was re-issued 
for tender for an even larger facility than the original. We challenged 
this again, continuing the long-running struggle to save Lake Fertő, 
which we’re still not giving up.

Lake Fertő is a wild romantic water world, its small canals, inner 
lakes and reeds home to tens of thousands of birds, and a feeding 
ground for hundreds of thousands of migratory birds in Europe. Be-
cause of its particular wildlife, it is under national and international 
protection, a national park and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Never-
theless, the Hungarian government is making the largest investment 
in tourism here: it is building a 100-room hotel, apartment buildings, 
an 880-space car park, an indoor sports complex and several oth-
er buildings across an area of 53 hectares, endangering the unique 
wildlife of Lake Fertő. We also launched a landing page about Lake 
Fertő and how the planned investment endangers the special natural 
values of the area.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

Our campaign to conserve biodiversity

© Zsuzsi Dörgő / Greenpeace

© Mitja Kobal / Greenpeace

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8287/a-greenpeace-birosagon-tamadja-meg-a-termeszetrombolo-ferto-tavi-nagyberuhazast/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8356/azert-a-viz-az-ur-orszagos-osszefogasban-demonstraltak-a-civilek-a-termeszet-vedelmeert-udvaros-dorottya-es-masok-is-csatlakoztak-hozzajuk/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8356/azert-a-viz-az-ur-orszagos-osszefogasban-demonstraltak-a-civilek-a-termeszet-vedelmeert-udvaros-dorottya-es-masok-is-csatlakoztak-hozzajuk/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8401/a-greenpeace-es-a-nagy-tavak-koalicio-mellett-mar-az-unesco-is-a-ferto-tavi-nagyberuhazas-leallitasat-surgeti/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8401/a-greenpeace-es-a-nagy-tavak-koalicio-mellett-mar-az-unesco-is-a-ferto-tavi-nagyberuhazas-leallitasat-surgeti/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8411/fecskeket-mentett-udvaros-dorottya-es-a-greenpeace-a-ferto-tavi-luxusberuhazastol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8444/dagad-a-nemzetkozi-botrany-a-ferto-tavi-luxusberuhazas-korul-a-ramsari-egyezmeny-titkarsaga-listat-kuldott-arrol-mit-szeretnenek-tudni/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8444/dagad-a-nemzetkozi-botrany-a-ferto-tavi-luxusberuhazas-korul-a-ramsari-egyezmeny-titkarsaga-listat-kuldott-arrol-mit-szeretnenek-tudni/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8582/nyilt-level-orban-viktor-miniszterelnoknek-vizes-elohelyeink-a-ferto-to-megorzeseert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8644/az-agrarminiszter-greenpeace-nek-irt-leveleben-all-ki-a-termeszetpusztito-ferto-tavi-luxusberuhazas-mellett/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8762/a-halott-allat-a-jo-allat-litkai-gergely-tarlatvezetese-a-fertorol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/9047/kocsagbunozestol-felti-a-fertot-a-beruhazo-a-greenpeace-megtamadta-a-kozbeszerzest/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/9052/visszavontak-a-fertore-kiirt-kozbeszerzesi-eljarast-udvaros-dorottyaval-unnepeltek-a-civilek-sopronban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/9068/most-meg-az-engedelyezettnel-is-nagyobbat-akarnak-epiteni-ferton/
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/ferto-termeszetpusztitas-kozpenzbol/
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Greenpeace activists 
spotlight governmental 
greenwashing
The destruction of Lake Fertő, increasing emissions, climate veto 
and severe air pollution – Greenpeace activists used a word cloud 
depicting a Pac-Man figure to draw attention to the government’s 
myriad nature- and climate-destroying activities at the entrance to 
the state-organised Sustainability Expo. The next day of the exhibi-
tion, the activists interrupted the presentation of Dr László Palkovics, 
Minister of Innovation and Technology, on the stage with a banner 
proclaiming: ‘Action instead of PR stunts’.

SUCCESS: Kishantos and 
Greenpeace win our case at 
the High Court
The lawsuit, which lasted for six years, ended with Kishantos and 
Greenpeace winning the case at the High Court. The verdict stated 
that Kishantos and Greenpeace were justifiably trying to prevent that 
the new tenants destroy the organic crops before the harvest on the 
Kishantos farm. 

The trials of the Kishantos organic farm, the shining example of Hungar-
ian organic farming, began in 2013, when the farm lost its land due to 
an illegal action. In 2014, we peacefully demonstrated against the de-
struction of the organic economy, for which we were sued by the state. 
The proceedings lasted six years, of which four were adjourned. In the 
lawsuit, the Hungarian state wanted our organisation and the Kishantos 
Rural Development Centre to pay 14 million forints, plus interest, on the 
basis of allegations which were untrue. We have been supporting the 
Kishantos fight for truth since 2013, from which we created a timeline.

The only question now is who will return the Kishantos land and when 
will the model farm finally be compensated.

Our campaign to conserve biodiversity

© Greenpeace. Edited photo. The original was taken in 2014.

Both initiatives showed that while the government is organising an ex-
hibition in the name of sustainability, it is constantly destroying wild-
life in Hungary with its harmful activities, and is not doing enough to 
reduce Hungary’s emissions. That is why we demanded that Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán show, through substantive action instead of PR 
stunts, that he will protect the population from the climate and eco-
logical collapse, and that he will make public his green agenda for the 
2022 government.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8782/a-fenntarthatosagi-expo-kapcsan-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest-var-a-greenpeace-a-kormanytol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8782/a-fenntarthatosagi-expo-kapcsan-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest-var-a-greenpeace-a-kormanytol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8791/ader-szavaival-uzent-a-greenpeace-palkovicsnak-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8791/ader-szavaival-uzent-a-greenpeace-palkovicsnak-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8786/a-kurian-is-gyozott-kishantos-es-a-greenpeace-de-ki-adja-vissza-kishantos-foldjeit/
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=0AsiPCrEMgANYdG1PWmg1RmlNZlR3VXE5QnBwTVBVUVE
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We use a hot-air balloon and the 
words of Pope Francis to send a 
message to protect nature
‘Take great care of Mother Earth!’ – we attached a quote from Pope 
Francis to a huge hot-air balloon depicting the Earth, with which we 
greeted the Catholic pontiff on the occasion of his visit to Budapest 
in September. With this spectacular initiative, we drew attention to 
the fact that at the current, critical level of the climate and ecological 
crisis, a joint effort is needed, both individually and systemically, to 
save the Earth, its wonderful wildlife and humanity.

Greenpeace activists hack a 
hunting exhibition poster

At the end of September, Greenpeace activists creatively hacked a 
billboard of the state-funded World of Hunting and Nature Exhibition 
in Budapest. Climbing activists descended from the top of a building 
to place a banner declaring ‘Hunting Exhibition: Targeting conserva-
tion!’ over one of the posters for the exhibition. With this initiative, ac-
tivists drew attention to the fact that while the government was ad-
vertising the exhibition as a nature conservation event, the budget for 
this was many times more than the state spends on real conserva-
tion in a year, such as maintaining national parks. The state spent 2.5 
times more on the World of Hunting and Nature Exhibition than Hun-
gary’s ten national parks in total.

© Regő Füssi-Nagy

Our campaign to conserve biodiversity

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace © Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8659/a-greenpeace-holegballonrol-uzent-ferenc-papa-szavaival-a-termeszet-vedelmeert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8659/a-greenpeace-holegballonrol-uzent-ferenc-papa-szavaival-a-termeszet-vedelmeert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8676/tobb-mint-25-szereset-kolti-az-allam-a-vadaszati-vilagkiallitasra-mint-10-nemzeti-parkunkra-osszesen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8676/tobb-mint-25-szereset-kolti-az-allam-a-vadaszati-vilagkiallitasra-mint-10-nemzeti-parkunkra-osszesen/
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Our campaign for climate protection

Throughout the year, we continued to work to en-
sure that climate protection plays a key role in 
Hungary, and that Hungary also takes substantial 
action against climate-damaging emissions. In an 
open letter, we called on the government to draw 
up a green action plan to restart the economy, and 
then we launched a campaign against the planned 
drilling by energy giant MOL in the Őrség Nation-
al Park, as a result of which MOL eventually with-
drew its drilling plans for the designated site.

We also launched a new petition demanding a 
green strategy from the Prime Minister-candi-
dates, and in October, together with the respected 
magazine HVG, we organised a first-ever roundta-
ble debate in Hungary involving the Prime Minis-
ter-candidates on green issues. During 2021, we 
also prepared a number of green recommenda-
tions and proposals for climate protection for the 
government, the City of Budapest, the joint oppo-
sition parties running in the 2022 parliamentary 
elections, and the Hungarian National Bank.

Our poll shows that the Hungarian 
population expects a green 
restart from the government
At the beginning of the year, we published the results of our poll, which showed 
that the Hungarian population expects a green restart from the government as 
part of the reconstruction after the coronavirus epidemic. The vast majority of 
respondents agreed with the suggestion that the government should not pro-
vide economic rescue packages that exacerbate the climate and ecological cri-
sis, such as support for large-scale chemical agriculture and oil companies, as 
well as tax breaks for airlines. We then asked the government in an open letter 
to draw up a green action plan to relaunch the economy, in line with the views 
of the Hungarian population.

Header image: © Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/7929/nyilt-level-a-magyar-lakossag-zold-ujrainditast-var-a-kormanytol/
https://www.facebook.com/greenpeace.hu/posts/10159415973838349
https://www.facebook.com/greenpeace.hu/posts/10159415973838349
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8613/itt-az-uj-ipcc-jelentes-nincs-ido-a-kifogasokra-ha-el-akarjuk-kerulni-a-klimakatasztrofat/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8613/itt-az-uj-ipcc-jelentes-nincs-ido-a-kifogasokra-ha-el-akarjuk-kerulni-a-klimakatasztrofat/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8613/itt-az-uj-ipcc-jelentes-nincs-ido-a-kifogasokra-ha-el-akarjuk-kerulni-a-klimakatasztrofat/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8712/tortenelmi-helyzetben-tortenelmi-pillanat-magyarorszagon-eloszor-utkoztettek-allaspontjaikat-a-miniszterelnok-jeloltek-zold-kerdesekrol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8712/tortenelmi-helyzetben-tortenelmi-pillanat-magyarorszagon-eloszor-utkoztettek-allaspontjaikat-a-miniszterelnok-jeloltek-zold-kerdesekrol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8297/a-greenpeace-eszrevetelei-magyarorszag-helyreallitasi-es-ellenallokepessegi-tervenek-tervezetehez/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8004/a-greenpeace-velemenye-a-budapest-fenntarthato-energia-es-klima-akcioterve-cimu-dokumentum-egyeztetesi-valtozatarol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8450/az-irany-jo-de-keves-a-konkretum-az-ellenzek-kozos-alap-zold-programjaban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8450/az-irany-jo-de-keves-a-konkretum-az-ellenzek-kozos-alap-zold-programjaban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/7974/a-greenpeace-velemenye-a-magyar-nemzeti-bank-mnb-bankoknak-szolo-elsosorban-a-klimavaltozasra-fokuszalo-zold-ajanlasanak-tervezeterol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7889/a-magyar-lakossag-zold-ujrainditast-var-a-kormanytol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/7929/nyilt-level-a-magyar-lakossag-zold-ujrainditast-var-a-kormanytol/
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We launch a campaign against 
the planned drilling in the Őrség 
National Park by oil giant MOL 
We were outraged that oil giant MOL was planning to start hydro-
carbon exploration by drilling in the Őrség National Park during the 
worsening climate and ecological crisis. Therefore, we registered for 
the permit process for the planned well to take action against the in-
vestment by the available legal means.

In April, in a joint statement with 111 NGOs, we called on MOL to 
abandon its planned investment and asked economic and political 
figures to ensure the protection of Hungary’s protected areas of na-
tional importance in accordance with Constitutional Law. A week lat-
er, we presented ‘Who cares about nature?’ (a wordplay on MOL in 
Hungarian) banners at the MOL headquarters at the annual gener-
al meeting of the oil company, during which we delivered our joint 
statement to MOL. Our work was a success. In August, MOL with-
drew its original drilling plans for the Őrség National Park.

Our campaign for climate protection

We demand a green agenda 
from candidates running in the 
2022 parliamentary elections
In July, we sent an open letter to the prime ministerial candidates run-
ning in the parliamentary elections to make public their green agenda 
from 2022, and we also launched a petition on the subject. We then 
evaluated the agendas of the candidates running in the elections and 
published the results, which showed that their commitments were 
not enough to deal with the current level of the climate and ecolog-
ical crisis, so we demanded a much more ambitious green agenda 
from them.

In October, we experienced a historic moment: for the first time in Hun-
gary, organised by Greenpeace and respected magazine HVG, the Prime 
Minister-candidates sat down to discuss the most pressing environ-
mental issues of our time. The event made it clear that political action 
against the climate and ecological crisis has now become inevitable, 
with no politician in charge in 2021 without a credible green agenda.

In November, we published the results of our poll, which revealed 
that the vast majority of Hungarian society agrees that the govern-
ment in 2022 should address the climate and ecological crisis as 
a matter of priority, and supports the introduction of the neces-
sary environmental measures. We drew attention to the fact that 
the 2022 election was a milestone in the protection of our climate 
security and our natural values, as we have until 2030 to take sub-
stantive action, according to the unanimous opinion of the world’s 
scientists.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

We address the Hungarian 
Atomic Energy Authority with 
relation to the construction 
licence for Paks II
The process for giving a construction licence for the Paks II nuclear 
plant continued into 2021. Within this context, at the online public 
hearing, we asked the Hungarian Atomic Energy Authority about the 
circumstances of the licensing for the planned construction of Paks 
II, its effects on Paks I, and the waste and security of Paks II.

We continue to stress that nuclear energy is dangerous, expensive 
and no solution to climate change. To recover from the climate cri-
sis, energy systems must be switched to sustainable, clean and safe 
renewables as soon as possible, while exploiting the potential for 
energy savings and efficiency.

© István Fazekas / HVG

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8017/semmi-keresnivaloja-nincs-egy-koolajkutnak-az-orsegi-nemzeti-parkban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8017/semmi-keresnivaloja-nincs-egy-koolajkutnak-az-orsegi-nemzeti-parkban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8180/nemzeti-parkjainkban-nincs-helye-fosszilis-energiahordozok-kitermelesenek-2/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8205/a-greenpeace-a-mol-szekhaznal-uzent-az-olajceg-vezetoinek-nemzeti-parkban-nincs-helye-fossziliskitermelesnek/
https://www.facebook.com/greenpeace.hu/posts/10159415973838349
https://www.facebook.com/greenpeace.hu/posts/10159415973838349
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8592/zold-programot-kovetel-a-greenpeace-a-miniszterelnoktol-es-minden-miniszterelnok-jelolttol/
https://sites.greenpeace.hu/zold-programot-a-miniszterelnok-jeloltektol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8668/2022-ben-a-klimankrol-a-jovonkrol-szavazunk/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8712/tortenelmi-helyzetben-tortenelmi-pillanat-magyarorszagon-eloszor-utkoztettek-allaspontjaikat-a-miniszterelnok-jeloltek-zold-kerdesekrol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8776/a-magyarok-2022-tol-zold-kormanyt-akarnak-derul-ki-a-greenpeace-friss-kutatasabol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8072/kerdeseink-paks-ii-letesitesi-engedelyezese-kapcsan-az-orszagos-atomenergia-hivatalhoz/
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We formulate expert 
recommendations for a green 
Hungary

In 2021, we made a number of recommendations and package of 
proposals for a green Hungary. In February, we commented on the 
draft Green Recommendation of the Hungarian National Bank on fi-
nancial institutions, and then formulated expert recommendations 
at the HNB’s Green Recommendation Conference, where we drew 
attention to the responsibilities of the government, the HNB and the 
banking sector.

We also submitted detailed expert opinion on the Sustainable En-
ergy and Climate Action Plan for Budapest, emphasising that a cli-
mate-protection strategy that does not aim to achieve carbon neu-
trality as soon as possible is by no means acceptable today. In 
addition, we commented on the draft Recovery and Resilience Plan 
for Hungary, including water management, sustainable transport, 
green energy and the transition to a circular economy.

In May, together with a number of expert organisations, we drew at-
tention to the fact that the grant of 104 billion forints from the Eu-
ropean Union’s Fair Transition Fund should not help large polluting 
companies, but local workers, small and medium-sized enterpris-
es, and communities most affected by the end of coal extraction 
and the subsequent transition, and that the remediation of industri-
al sites and mines should be carried out by the polluting companies 
(eg the Mátra Power Plant). In the summer, we commented on the 
draft programme of the Joint Opposition Parties’ Common Fund – 
we welcomed its efforts to find a solution to the global and domestic 
climate and ecological crisis, but we considered the material offered 
few concrete steps and measures that could be implemented by the 
future government in the next four years to guarantee the achieve-
ment of the goals.

© Zsuzsi Dörgő / Greenpeace
© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

We campaign for the closure 
of the Mátra Power Plant as 
quickly as possible and for a 
fair transition
Although the government announced in February the shutdown of the 
Mátra Power Plant in 2025 after our campaign that lasted several 
years, the fate of the power plant’s lignite mine in Visonta has not 
been clarified, and the plan to expand the mine has not been with-
drawn. On Earth Day, from the mine itself, we drew attention to this 
contradiction, demanding an announcement that the coal mine would 
not be expanded and the closing of the coal-fired power plant would 
be replaced by renewables.

In addition, we took part in workshops organised as part of the ‘LIFE-
IP North-HU-Trans’ project within the framework of the EU Fair Tran-
sition Fund in the governmental interest for a sustainable and fair 
transition of the Mátra Power Plant, and made suggestions for the fu-
ture of the power plant’s employees.

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/7974/a-greenpeace-velemenye-a-magyar-nemzeti-bank-mnb-bankoknak-szolo-elsosorban-a-klimavaltozasra-fokuszalo-zold-ajanlasanak-tervezeterol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/7974/a-greenpeace-velemenye-a-magyar-nemzeti-bank-mnb-bankoknak-szolo-elsosorban-a-klimavaltozasra-fokuszalo-zold-ajanlasanak-tervezeterol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8212/kihalni-vagy-tulelni-melyik-a-jobb-befektetes/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8004/a-greenpeace-velemenye-a-budapest-fenntarthato-energia-es-klima-akcioterve-cimu-dokumentum-egyeztetesi-valtozatarol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8297/a-greenpeace-eszrevetelei-magyarorszag-helyreallitasi-es-ellenallokepessegi-tervenek-tervezetehez/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8297/a-greenpeace-eszrevetelei-magyarorszag-helyreallitasi-es-ellenallokepessegi-tervenek-tervezetehez/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8377/a-helyi-kozossegeket-munkavallalokat-segitse-az-104-milliardos-unios-szenkivezetesi-tamogatas/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8377/a-helyi-kozossegeket-munkavallalokat-segitse-az-104-milliardos-unios-szenkivezetesi-tamogatas/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8450/az-irany-jo-de-keves-a-konkretum-az-ellenzek-kozos-alap-zold-programjaban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/cikkek/8450/az-irany-jo-de-keves-a-konkretum-az-ellenzek-kozos-alap-zold-programjaban/
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Our campaign for clean air 
In 2021, we continued our work for clean, healthy 
air. At the beginning of the year, we published the 
results of our latest air-pollution measurements in 
Budapest. In February, the European Court of Jus-
tice condemned Hungary for its harmful air pollu-
tion, so we addressed Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
and Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony in an open 
letter to take concrete and substantive steps to 
clean the air.

In July, we presented our Clean Air! petition, sup-
ported by tens of thousands, to the mayor of Bu-
dapest, and a few days later we followed up with 
a spectacular initiative that decision-makers ur-
gently need to take action against polluted air. With 
inverse graffiti depicting crosses on European Car 
Free Day in Budapest, we drew attention to the fact 
that many people die every year in Hungary due to 
critical air pollution.

Our measurements show that 
the air around hospital buildings 
is also polluted
We measured the levels of nitrogen-dioxide pollution during one of the peaks 
of the pandemic in December 2020 at ten hospitals around Budapest, where 
coronavirus patients were being treated, and at four busy hubs in the capi-
tal. In January, we published our results, which showed that nitrogen-diox-
ide pollution around health-care facilities was 33% higher than the average 
value recorded by measuring points in the capital. In connection with these 
measurements, we also presented the scientific knowledge that the coro-
navirus epidemic spreads faster and is much more severe in places where 
people live amid polluted air. Simultaneously with the presentation of these 
results, we demanded that the government and local authorities take urgent 
action to reduce traffic and restrict the use of old, polluting vehicles.

Header image: © Bence Járdány / Greenpeace
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https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/7921/a-koronavirusos-betegeket-apolo-korhazaknal-joval-szennyezettebb-a-levego-mint-a-hivatalos-meroallomasoknal/
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In an open letter, we ask 
the government and the City 
of Budapest to take action 
against air pollution
We called on the government and the City of Budapest to co-operate 
and take action in the interest of the health of Hungarians. At the end 
of February, we wrote an open letter to the Hungarian Prime Minis-
ter and the Mayor of Budapest to finally take concrete action against 
air pollution, which is damaging the health of millions of Hungarians. 
In our letter, we demanded that policymakers restrict the import of 
polluting cars and expel them from cities, switch to environmentally 
friendly transport as soon as possible, support clean heating methods 
and eliminate illegal waste incineration.

© Zsuzsi Dörgő / Greenpeace

We deliver our petition to the 
Budapest City administration
In July, we handed our Clean Air! petition to Budapest Mayor Gergely 
Karácsony, in which nearly 45,000 people demanded that the City ad-
ministration start a gradual ban on polluting vehicles from the capital 
and help the spread and development of sustainable transport. Upon 
receiving the petition, the mayor promised to limit polluting vehicles, 
but by the end of the year, the capital had only committed to launch-
ing a public consultation on the subject in 2022. Therefore, we contin-
ue to expect the capital leadership to publish its timetable for banning 
polluting vehicles as soon as possible and to outline when and which 
steps it intends to take to develop and spread sustainable mobility in 
Budapest. However, it is not enough to act at municipal level for air 
purity: governmental will is also needed for Hungarians to be able to 
breathe healthier air.

We stage spectacular 
initiatives to demand clean air 
for the Hungarian people 
In the middle of summer, Greenpeace activists placed a huge Clean 
Air! message over the entrance to Budapest’s Castle Tunnel. Tied in 
with this initiative, we demanded the government not delay any fur-
ther the restriction of the import of worn-out cars in order to protect 
the health of the Hungarian population, and to allow the most pol-
luting vehicles to be phased out of the big cities. Furthermore, we 
asked all parties and prime ministerial candidates running in the na-
tional elections to disclose what they would do to reduce air pollution 
from 2022 if they were to become part of government. As a result, 
during the election campaign, all prime ministerial candidates set 
air-pollution reduction targets in their programme.

In September, on the occasion of European Car Free Day, we drew 
attention to deadly air pollution with inverse graffiti depicting thou-
sands of crosses at many busy intersections in the capital. The 
crosses symbolised the lives lost due to air pollution. At the same 
time, we emphasised that, in a recent report by the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), it had significantly lowered its targets for air pol-
lutants – in cities, for example, it has reduced the annual target for 
nitrogen-dioxide from transport by 75%, which we have already ex-
ceeded several times in Hungary.

The health-target values for nitrogen dioxide and small particles 
were exceeded by those we recorded at all Hungarian measuring 
points.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace
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17

Our campaign for a toxic-free  
Hungary

In 2021, we were able to record another success 
in our campaign for a clean, non-toxic Hungary. To-
gether with local NGOs, we finally managed to start 
the liquidation of the Kiskunhalas polluted site af-
ter many years of push and pull.

In addition to following up previous domestic pol-
lution cases, we assisted the efforts of local NGOs 
and the affected residents in several cases of po-
tential pollution by industrial developments, both 
with expert advice and with the interpretation and 
evaluation of official and professional materials. 
We provided ongoing information to all interested 
parties and the press on the details of each case.

Header image: © Zsuzsi Dörgő  / Greenpeace

SUCCESS: The liquidation of the 
Kiskunhalas polluted site begins
We welcomed the fact that, after five years, the removal of toxic bar-
rels and containers from the abandoned hazardous waste site at Kiskun-
halas has finally begun. Over the years, we demonstrated the presence 
of toxins in the area through a number of field measurements and de-
manded the removal of hazardous materials. Our persistent work has 
borne fruit, but we emphasised that it is also important to assess the 
pollution caused by toxins spilled into the soil and to carry out the neces-
sary remediation as soon as possible. In addition, the introduction of the 
‘polluter pays’ principle should not be delayed, which would guarantee, 
among other things, that the costs of any similar pollution should always 
be borne by the polluter instead of taxpayers.

Together with local NGOs, we discovered in 2016 that outside Kiskunhalas, 
100-150 metres from residential buildings, there were hazardous wastes 
(paints, oils, solvents, acids, chemicals) in larger plastic containers and 
smaller metal barrels, in quantities exceeding 1,000 tons. Some of the 
barrels and containers were damaged or leaking, and our on-site mea-
surements proved that hazardous materials had escaped.

Left: © Zsuzsi Dörgő  / Greenpeace

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8196/a-kornyezetvedok-elertek-megkezdodott-vegre-a-kiskunhalasi-meregtelep-felszamolasa/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8196/a-kornyezetvedok-elertek-megkezdodott-vegre-a-kiskunhalasi-meregtelep-felszamolasa/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8196/a-kornyezetvedok-elertek-megkezdodott-vegre-a-kiskunhalasi-meregtelep-felszamolasa/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8196/a-kornyezetvedok-elertek-megkezdodott-vegre-a-kiskunhalasi-meregtelep-felszamolasa/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/1755/elhagyatott-veszelyes-hulladekok-kiskunhalas-tersegeben-katasztrofalis-allapotban/
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Voluntary work and movements

Many new volunteers join us 
during our online information 
days 

In 2021, we held a total of ten information sessions online, with a fair num-
ber of newcomers and others keen to join. Due to the epidemic, we held 
these events online – it also helped to overcome distances, so that those 
living further away from Budapest could easily learn about the work of 
Greenpeace and the opportunities offered by our activism. Our volunteer 
team has expanded, with 256 new members this year. With this, the num-
ber of our registered volunteers has risen to over 3,700.

Due to restrictions put in place to curb the coronavirus epidemic, our vol-
unteers had fewer opportunities to attend face-to-face meetings than usual, 
yet they still attended more than 100 different events and contributed a total 
of about 7,200 hours, or 900 working days, to Greenpeace.

Most of our volunteer team live in Budapest, but activists still come to us 
from many parts of the country. Whether it’s Őrség, Pécs or Kecskemét, dis-
tances are no obstacle.

Our volunteer team is an integral part of our opera-
tions, and our activities would be inconceivable with-
out them. Their enthusiastic help, their time spent on 
environmental activities, their creative energy and 
their diverse knowledge are essential for our vari-
ous events and measurements to take place. With-
out their participation, we would not be able to fight 
effectively for the protection of our climate, the pu-
rity of our air, the protection of our waters and the 
preservation of the natural values of Hungary.

In 2021, the coronavirus epidemic was still active in 
Hungary, and so we had to deal with the everyday 
challenges of the pandemic together. But with our 
dedicated team of volunteers, we successfully over-
came the obstacles ahead of us and with unbroken 
faith, acted together against the destruction of the 
environment and nature in Hungary. We held a num-
ber of training sessions that helped keep our activ-
ists enthusiastic, while new applicants also joined 
the organisation.

Header image: © Bence Járdány / Greenpeace
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Our volunteers help us with 
our work on the front lines
In 2021, our volunteers also helped us with our work in connection 
with a number of events. In February, they took part in a photo event 
for our clean-air campaign and then stood up against exploration 
wells being bored by oil giant MOL at Őrség. In the summer, they 
rescued swallows from the devastating luxury investment at Lake 
Fertő, and then hung a huge Clean Air! banner from the top of the 
Castle Tunnel to protest against air pollution in Budapest. In Septem-
ber, a large hot-air balloon was released at Budapest’s City Park dis-
playing a quote from Pope Francis concerning the protection of our 
Earth, with which we greeted the Catholic pontiff on the occasion of 
his visit to Hungary.

On the morning of a busy autumn day, Greenpeace activists doc-
tored the advertising message on the poster of an international hunt-
ing exhibition in Budapest, and that afternoon, they helped young 
people marching in the 6th Global Climate Strike. In November, at 
the state-funded Sustainability Expo, activists hung a giant banner 
and pointed out the devastation of nature in Hungary, and then took 
to the stage to raise awareness of the government’s greenwashing.

In addition, our volunteer team assisted in the preparation of ban-
ners used at our events several times during the year, participated in 
waste-collection campaigns and clearances, and measured air pol-
lution at several points around Budapest. Whatever the activity, the 
enthusiasm and perseverance of our volunteers have again been ex-
emplary this year.

We hold a series of online 
environmental lectures and 
training sessions
Drawing on the lessons of 2020, we continued our online series of 
events in 2021, during which participants were able to learn more 
about our campaigns. Due to the pandemic, we rescheduled our vol-
unteer training sessions, previously required to be carried out in per-
son, and held an all-day online training session for new entrants to 
showcase at a deeper level how volunteering and activism work.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

We join international 
Greenpeace activities
In 2021, the intensification of online activities also provided an oppor-
tunity for volunteer teams in the Central and Eastern European region 
to build closer ties with each other. Volunteers were able to join joint 
online training sessions as well as listen to lectures organised by the 
region. They also attended an international event protesting against 
fossil fuels to make their voices heard on climate protection.

© Marten van Dijl / Greenpeace
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https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8013/a-greenpeace-cselekvest-egyuttmukodest-var-a-kormanytol-es-a-fovarostol-a-magyarok-egeszsege-erdekeben/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8013/a-greenpeace-cselekvest-egyuttmukodest-var-a-kormanytol-es-a-fovarostol-a-magyarok-egeszsege-erdekeben/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8017/semmi-keresnivaloja-nincs-egy-koolajkutnak-az-orsegi-nemzeti-parkban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8017/semmi-keresnivaloja-nincs-egy-koolajkutnak-az-orsegi-nemzeti-parkban/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8411/fecskeket-mentett-udvaros-dorottya-es-a-greenpeace-a-ferto-tavi-luxusberuhazastol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8572/az-alagutnal-akciozott-a-greenpeace-a-tiszta-levegoert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8572/az-alagutnal-akciozott-a-greenpeace-a-tiszta-levegoert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8659/a-greenpeace-holegballonrol-uzent-ferenc-papa-szavaival-a-termeszet-vedelmeert/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8676/tobb-mint-25-szereset-kolti-az-allam-a-vadaszati-vilagkiallitasra-mint-10-nemzeti-parkunkra-osszesen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8676/tobb-mint-25-szereset-kolti-az-allam-a-vadaszati-vilagkiallitasra-mint-10-nemzeti-parkunkra-osszesen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8676/tobb-mint-25-szereset-kolti-az-allam-a-vadaszati-vilagkiallitasra-mint-10-nemzeti-parkunkra-osszesen/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8680/a-jovojukert-aggodo-fiatalok-koveteltek-udvaros-dorottyaval-egyutt-klimavalasztast-a-kossuth-teren/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8680/a-jovojukert-aggodo-fiatalok-koveteltek-udvaros-dorottyaval-egyutt-klimavalasztast-a-kossuth-teren/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8782/a-fenntarthatosagi-expo-kapcsan-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest-var-a-greenpeace-a-kormanytol/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8791/ader-szavaival-uzent-a-greenpeace-palkovicsnak-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8791/ader-szavaival-uzent-a-greenpeace-palkovicsnak-pr-mutatvanyok-helyett-cselekvest/
https://media.greenpeace.org/CS.aspx?VP3=SearchResult&VBID=27MDQY88T4693&SMLS=1&RW=1902&RH=1198&POPUPPN=15&POPUPIID=27MDHUWOBYER
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We support young people 
engaged in climate protection 
In 2021, we continued to provide all professional and logistical sup-
port to the youth climate-protection movement so that they could 
raise awareness of the climate crisis despite the pandemic. For the 
first time in two years, in September, young people took to the streets 
in Budapest again to join the global climate strike to send a message 
to Hungarian decision-makers: enough with your inaction! At the end 
of the demonstration, the young people, led by actor Dorottya Ud-
varos, also made a joint pledge that they would do their utmost to en-
sure that the candidates running in the 2022 parliamentary elections 
take the solution to the climate and ecological crisis seriously.

© Bence Járdány / Greenpeace 

©  Bence Járdány / Greenpeace

We launch the BOLYGÓ 
community space 
In November, communal facility BOLYGÓ opened in Budapest, pro-
viding a space for young people, organisations and movements with 
a green approach. BOLYGÓ primarily builds bridges for young peop-
le through the arts, culture and music to connect with other young 
people interested in environmental protection as well as climate-pro-
tection movements. BOLYGÓ was founded by Greenpeace and Swe-
dish non-profit organisation Fryshuset as part of the international 
project, Planet One.

Our volunteers are also 
able to carry out their own 
activities
This year, our volunteers also spent a lot of time developing their 
environmental knowledge through mutual transfer of skills, so they 
organised countless workshops, lecture series and discussions on 
green topics. They also held a team-building event, during which they 
cycled around Lake Tisza and cleared waste along the Körös rivers 
in a canoe tour. They also joined the waste-collection campaigns 
launched by other organisations, such as the TeSzedd Budapest 
initiative, and collected waste in Kecskemét.

There was no shortage of activities and events in 2021 either, so 
we’ll head into the next year with great enthusiasm. We are working 
to help solve the climate and ecological crisis with even more new 
applicants and active events.

https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8680/a-jovojukert-aggodo-fiatalok-koveteltek-udvaros-dorottyaval-egyutt-klimavalasztast-a-kossuth-teren/
https://www.greenpeace.org/hungary/sajtokozlemeny/8680/a-jovojukert-aggodo-fiatalok-koveteltek-udvaros-dorottyaval-egyutt-klimavalasztast-a-kossuth-teren/
https://www.facebook.com/bolygo.hu
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=983958179120891
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Fundraising

Which sources allow us to 
operate?

Greenpeace Hungary is part of Greenpeace Central and Eastern Europe, 
which includes eight countries (Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Poland, Hun-
gary, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia). In addition to Hungarian support-
ers, more than 187,000 private donors supporting the Greenpeace Cen-
tral and Eastern European office also contribute to our operations, and 
Greenpeace Hungary receives their donations.

In 2021, Greenpeace Hungary received 218,922,000 forints of support 
from the Central and Eastern European Greenpeace Office.

We currently have more than 10,000 active supporters in Hungary. 
Among them, our regular donors contribute an average of 1,500-2,000 
forints a month to our work. The total amount of subsidies in Hungary in 
2021 was 136,876,857 forints.

We are a politically and 
financially independent 
environmental 
organisation 

Since our inception, our revenue has come exclusively 
from private individuals and foundations set up by private 
individuals, on the one hand from Hungary and on the oth-
er, from the Greenpeace office for Central and Eastern Eu-
rope. We do not accept any financial support from states, 
governments, parties, companies, either in Hungary or in 
other parts of the world. This guarantees our complete 
political and financial independence.

Header image: © Zsuzsi Dörgő / Greenpeace
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Our domestic fundraising 
work and revenue in 2021

In 2021, our regular donors helped our environmental work with a 
total of 95,065,863 forints. During the year of 2021, we collected a 
total of 21,478,248 forints from 1% personal income tax.

In 2021, we received 3,243,156 forints of support through our fund-
raising letters sent by post.

We also launched a telephone fundraising campaign in 2021. As part 
of this, we contacted the signatories of our environmental petitions 
over the phone and asked them to support our work on a monthly 
basis to the best of their ability. We also contacted our supporters 
who helped our environmental work with a one-time donation, and 
we also asked our inactive donors to support our work with regular 
donations if they had the chance. The total revenue of these tele-
phone fundraising campaigns was 8,992,822 forints, of which the 
amount of regular donations we received is included in our total reg-
ular revenue.

We informed those interested in our work about our current cam-
paigns through various channels (Facebook, Instagram, e-mail 
newsletters, petitions, website) and asked them to support our ac-
tivities with their donations. In this way, in 2021 our organisation re-
ceived a total of 13,659,090 forints in donations, as well as support 
through one-time bank transfers and bank-card transactions.

Fundraising

In 2021, we launched The Face of Nature, a new fundraising cam-
paign to protect biodiversity. As part of this during 2021, 3,430,500 
forints was received for our organisation through the website  
https://greenpeace.hu/atermeszetarcai.

At the end of 2021, we launched our online fundraising campaign, 
‘Pieces of Future’, through which anyone on an interactive globe can 
select a tiny piece of the world that they can then name and adopt as 
they see fit. Each piece of the Earth has an informative description 
that shows the effects of climate change in that area. The adopter 
can then donate their selected piece of the Earth. The donation cam-
paign aims to combine as many supporters as possible who want to 
take action against the climate and ecological crisis. The campaign 
was joined by 278 regular donors, whose total revenue for the year is 
768,000 forints, included in our total regular revenue.

Thank you very much once more for your support!

https://greenpeace.hu/atermeszetarcai
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We are an ethical 
fundraising organisation
The Greenpeace Hungary Association is a member of a 
group of more than 20 Ethical Fundraising Organisations 
and complies in all respects with the strict requirements 
of the Code of Ethics. All this guarantees that we carry 
out our donation-generating work in a transparent man-
ner, exceeding the required legal framework.

The Greenpeace Hungary Association has been operating 
since 2002. It is a financially and politically independent, 
non-profit, public environmental organisation, with a base 
of more than 10,000 Hungarian supporters and hundreds 
of thousands of online followers. We work to protect our 
natural environment and the health of all of us to make 
Hungary a cleaner, more liveable country.

Currently, there are Greenpeace offices in more than 55 
countries around the world. Greenpeace Hungary is one of 
them. As part of the Central and Eastern European Region 
(CEE), we work with seven other countries (Austria, Bul-
garia, Croatia, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia). 
We have a common name, goal and values, persistent-
ly, openly and boldly raising awareness of environmen-
tal problems – and their solutions – through non-violent 
means. We actively work for positive change for a liveable 
and peaceful future.

© Zsuzsi Dörgő / Greenpeace

http://www.atlathatosag.eu/
http://www.atlathatosag.eu/
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