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	STANDING  THE HEAT
	Executive Summary

	Key Highlights
	Although heat-related risks are increasing, financing for heatwave preparedness and response remains limited and uneven across states. While some states have recognised heatwaves as a local disaster and can access disaster-response funds under existing provisions, India currently lacks a dedicated and predictable financing mechanism for heatwaves. To address this gap, the report recommends formally recognising heatwaves as a standalone disaster and establishing a dedicated financing mechanism within the existing disaster management architecture. This would improve the availability, predictability, and coordination of resources for heat preparedness, response, adaptation, and resilience-building.

