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Greenpeace goes east

Greenpeace was founded 26 years ago in Canada. Today, it has grown to be a global force, committed to halting

environmental abuse across the planet. We are sharply aware that our roots as an organisation, and for the most

part as individuals, are firmly Western. Inevitably, that informs our attitudes, and our strategy.

Yet if we are to mount an effective challenge to global environmental problems, we need to operate in areas

which have hugely different values and traditions, far removed from those of the so-called Western democracies

in which Greenpeace has evolved.

We need to open to the east: to work in emerging

markets, where environmental problems, as well as

opportunities, are mounting rapidly.

environmental

solutions.

Greenpeace

Greenpeace has campaigned for years now
in the eastern Mediterranean, India and
Japan, as well as Latin America. In 1996,
we opened an office in Hong Kong, as a
first step towards planting Greenpeace in
China. We are now investigating whether
to establish Greenpeace in South-East Asia
- where highly-polluting industrial growth
is all but out of control.

This presents us with a new challenge:
how to export our successes to such regions,
without making the mistake of dictating to
people, of presuming we know best. It's a
challenge requiring sensitivity, as well as
commitment. Greenpeace can only succeed
in these areas by hecoming a part of the
national culture. It is the people in these
areas who will play a major part in
defining our role. Increasingly, people

from the East and the South will help to

shape the future of Greenpeace as an
international body.

As this report makes clear, our work in
new areas will involve new approaches,
different to those we are familiar with in
the North. Some of these areas enjoy
neither a free press nor an open democracy.
In such cases, this will mean finding new
tactics and new ways of confronting
environmental wrongs.

It will require imagination, targeted use
of our human and financial resources, and
an uncompromising commitment to our
campaign goals and organisational values.

Global environmental challenges require
a global response. No other environmental
organisation is so well placed to make
this response. It is a challenge we are ready

and willing to take up.

Thilo Bode
Executive Director
Greenpeace International

is active in four key areas:

toxics,

Cornelia Durrant
Board Chair
Greenpeace International

biodiversity,

atmosphere and nuclear

threat



shelf Antar 20 s
€ F arctica 0 q ~
3, due to global warming. 17/6/96 La. Car L {1 €
. L ¢ Laruna andfill collapsed

soyd, New Ocleans USA.




and 1s

15/8/96

sliding

achievements '96...

halting abuse -

promoting solutions

Nuclear test ban treaty - Years of sustained campaigning bears fruit with signature of Comprehensive Test

Ban Treaty by major nuclear powers: US, Russia, China, France and the UK. Now the task is to persuade all nations

to come on board, with the aim of the utter elimination of nuclear weapons from the arsenals of the world.

Climate Convention progress - Ministers from industrialised nations confirm their agreement to set

legally-binding reduction targets on greenhouse gas emissions at the 1997 Kyoto meeting.

Challenging genetic engineering - Campaign against imposition of genetically-engineered soya and .

maize leads to bans or restrictions by Austria, Denmark, France, ltaly, Luxembourg, Netherlands and Switzerland.

Manufacturers and retailers forced to rethink policies.

Fighting destructive fishing
practices - Massive factory trawler
‘American Monarch’ is laid up without a
fishery to go to after Greenpeace and
Chilean fishermen forced the Chilean
government to reject the $65 million
trawler with the power to catch more fish
than any other vessel on the world's oceans

from already overfished Chilean waters.

One step closer to driftnet ban in
the Mediterranean - EU and Italy
announce plans to decommission ‘Wall of
Death’ driftnets currently used by the
destructive 700 strong illegal Italian fleet.

Ending ocean waste dumping -
Governments agree London Convention
ban on all waste disposal at sea, including
incineration or seabed disposal.

Halting trade in hazardous waste -
EU agrees on complete ban of all
hazardous waste exports to non-0OECD
countries... Hazardous waste trade also
banned under Barcelona Convention for
Protection of Mediterranean.

into Atlantic in

Spain.

fuel efficient

Greenpeace unveils

12/11/96

SMiLE car to challenge car

Greenfreezing China - 140,000 units manufactured at
Greenfreeze refrigerator plant in China in 1996, 800,000
planned for 1997.

Safeguarding Antarcti¢a - Four more states - India, Belgium,
Finland and Korea - ratify the Antarctic Protocol, banning mining
on the continent for at least 50 years. The US, Russia and Japan
all move towards ratification, under Greenpeace pressure.

Greenfreeze wins approval - The EU awards an eco-label to
‘greenfreeze’ hydrocarbon refrigerants.

Russian wildernesses saved - Greenpeace secures World
Heritage Site status for Lake Baikal and the Kamchatka Peninsula,
two of Russia’s most valuable, and threatened, wildernesses.

HFC phase out plan - Denmark announces plans to phase out
HFC refrigerants within 10 years, following Greenpeace campaign.

Sunrise on a solar future - The ‘fossil-free’ campaign gains
ground: Crete opts for a solar photovoltaic power plant, following
the opening of its first solar-powered school.

Fuel-efficient SMILE car unveiled as a challenge to the
motor industry - Greenpeace works with Swiss engineers to
develop the SMILE - a Small Light Intelligent Efficient car which
consumes half the fuel of similar sized vehicles.

Greenpeace activists inspect barge with cargo of

industry.



Argentina 9.10.96

Activists demandc e manutacture
] FIEC e Tqreenires e

taes. Lhe movie highlights
enpeace’s dve o help

olomng countries vstabhsh Fhedr
e and chimata sate

refiigerant industries

Belgium

"Muclear Energy is a Dead End’
action at the Tihange nuclear plant
marks the 10th anniversary of the
Chernoby! disaster, and highlights
safer alternatives to nuclear power.

Belgium 7/10.11.96
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Australia 23.10.96

PVC piping dug out of the ground
at the Sydney Olympic site by
Greenpeace activists, exposing
violation of environmental
guidelines, in pursuit of our
campaign against this unnecessary
and unsafe chlorine product.

Austria 2.10.96

Blockade of the Fauerntunnel, as
part of a pratest agaamst the rapidd
rowth ol Burdpean by

transport thiough Austna

Brazil

The Greenpeace ‘Air Bus’ tours Sao
Paulo, to measure air pollution in
one of the world’s most polluted
cities. The visit sparks a massive
media campaign, forcing the city
government to adopt sweeping
new policies on urban transport,
air quality management, and
public access to environmental
information.

GREENPEACE

Greenpeace campaigners chain
themselves to a logging barge
owned by MacMillan Bloedel, one
of the key players in the logging of
old-growth temperate rainforests
in British Columbia.

Germany

Activists on the Victory Column in
Berlin put a gas mask on the
goddess Victoria as protection
against ozone smog - a product of
Europe’s unsustainable traffic
growth.

Australia 19 496
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Belgium

Activists block the departure of an
aircraft carrying plutonium at
Ostend airport, drawing attention
to poor safety and security
measures. A day later, the
government bans this form of
transport.

Finland 14.3.96

The Chernobyl Victims! Tour

Legms, marking the 10

anniversary’ obihe disaster
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Greece 31.10.96

'Stop Oif, Go Solar' Action against
the Heraklion oil-fired power
plant in Crete. The following day,
activists help villagers install
photovoltaic systems at a nearby
school.

New Zealand 17.6.96

Demonstration at Tasman Pulp
and Paper Mill against using
chlorine to bleach pulp,

11.10.96

Spain

The collapse of a landifill at

La Coruna gets national media
coverage. Greenpeace 5pain
mounts a campaign for cleaner
ways of disposing of urban waste.
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Activists take action against factory
trawlers in the Bering Sea off
Alaska to protest against
destructive fishery practices.

Med Sea

The MV Arctic Sunrise tours the
region, staging actions and ever
in coastal countries, including:
Turkey - invasion of a polluting
coal-fired power plant; Israel -
protest at Ramat Hovav waste
dump; and Malta - confrontatiol
over planned incinerator, leading
to reversal of decision following
visit by Environment Minister.
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nuclear test ban t

In September 1996, the leaders of the five main nuclear powers signed the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty - and so marked a culmination of Greenpeace's
longest-running campaign.

Indicating the overwhelming support for a test-ban, the treaty was adopted at the UN
by 158 votes to three. The treaty was then opened up for signature by governments. By
the end of the year about 150 countries had come on board, including the US, Russia,

France, China and the UK - the leading five nuclear weapon states.

Victory for Greenpeace's longest campaign

Greenpeace was born as a protest against nuclear tests. In the movement's very first
action, in 1971, activists chartered a boat to sail into the US testing grounds on
Amchitka Island, Alaska. Since then, Greenpeace has maintained unwavering pressure
on the nuclear powers, with campaigners risking their lives repeatedly to‘halt nuclear
explosions. Hopes of an imminent victory were dashed in 1995 when both China and
France resumed testing. Greenpeace responded in its finest traditions of principled
direct action, sailing into the Moruroa testing grounds, bearing witness on behalf of a
morally-outraged world. It was against this backdrop that Australia presented the draft

treaty to the UN.

But the battle is far from over. The treaty cannot enter into force before September 1998,
and the actual date will depend on the formal ratification by 44 countries, including that
of the five nuclear weapons states who signed last September. Meanwhile three countries
who have so far refused to sign - India, Pakistan and North Korea - may cause further
delays. And there remain around 20,000 nuclear warheads in the arsenals of the major
powers, along with growing stockpiles of plutonium. The task now facing the world is to

reduce, and ultimately remove, these stockpiles.

Greenpeace will campaign hard on all these issues, in an effort finally to lift the

shadow of nuclear war from the face of the world.
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Moruroa. Rainbow Warrior en route to the Moruroa test site.
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Since 1945, there have
been 2,046 tests
worldwide, about one
every nine days for the
last 51 years. The US has
carried out 1,030 tests;
the former Soviet Union,
715; France, 210; Britain,
45 and China also 45.
India has carried out one
test, which it claimed was

Jor peaceful purposes.

Nuclear devices have

been exploded on top of
towers, on harges,
suspended from balloons,
on the earth’s surface,
deep underwater, deep
underground, and in
horizontal tunnels bored
into the sides of
mountains. Nuclear bombs
have also been dropped by
aircraft and fired by
rockets up to 200 miles

into the atmosphere.

“Nuclear weapons are
inherently dangerous,
hugely expensive,
militarily inefficient and
morally indefensible’.
GENERAL GEORGE LEE BUTLER,

US Air Force

San Francisco,




