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7 Jan Dell, “U.S. Plastic Recycling Rate Projected to Drop to 4.4% in 2018,” Plastic Pollution Coalition, last modified October 2018, accessed
February 19, 2019, https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/pft/2018/10/4/us-plastic-recycling-rate-projected-to-drop-to-44-in-2018

'8 German Environment Agency (UBA), Kunststoffabfélle 2017 (BMU, December 20, 2018),
https://www.umweltbundesamt.de/daten/ressourcen-abfall/verwertung-entsorgung-ausgewaehlter-abfallarten/kunststoffabfaelle

" https://wastetradestories.org/

20 Geyer, R. et al (2017) Production, use and fate of all plastics ever made. Science Advances Vol. 3, no. 7.

https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/7/e1700782.full
21

Downcycling means the material is of lower quality and/or functionality than the original material and further recycling is not easily possible

22 For more information on the risks of biodegradable or bio-based plastics please see Greenpeace position on Single-Use Plastic Products and
potential bio-based material substitutes here:
https://storage.googleapis.com/planet4-international-stateless/2019/03/45b91dc4-greenpeace-position-on-single-use-plastic-products-and-potenti
al-bio-based-material-substitutes-jan-2019.pdf

2 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release 1P-19-2631 en.htm
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% see pp 5 of the Ellen McArthur New Plastics Economy global commitment: https://newplasticseconomy.org/assets/doc/GC-Spring-Report.pdf,
already signed by more than 150 businesses, recognizes top priority should be given to elimination and reuse. “ While improving recycling is
crucial, we cannot recycle our way out of the plastics issues we currently face. Wherever relevant, reuse business models should be explored as
a preferred ‘inner loop’, reducing the need for single-use plastic packaging.”

25 For details, please see: https://www.greenpeace.org/japan/sustainable/press-release/2019/05/29/8709/
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