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What should society expect 
“responsible” companies to do?

• Renounce disinformation on climate science and policy

• Plan for a world free from carbon pollution

• Support fair and effective climate policies

• Fully disclose climate risks

• Pay their fair share of climate damage and adaptation costs

UCS defined and scored 28 metrics across the first four areas



Climate Accountability Scorecard



Climate Responsibility Scorecard

14% of emissions since 1850



1880-2010 
emissions tied to

90 carbon 
producers 

contributed
nearly 30% global 

sea level rise
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Ekwurzel et al., 2017, Climatic Change



Total 20: ∼24 (±0.5)%

Ekwurzel et al., 2017, Climatic Change
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Climate Accountability at Shell



Renouncing Disinformation
on Climate Science and Policy







Advanced

Fair

Poor

Egregious

Metric: Consistently Accurate Public Statements
On Climate Science

Good
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Egregious

Affiliations with Trade Associations and Other Industry Groups 
that Spread Climate Disinformation

Good



Affiliations with Trade Associations and Other Industry Groups 
that Spread Climate Disinformation

Trade Association / Other Industry Group Shell 2018 Score

American Legislative Exchange Council Advanced

American Petroleum Institute Egregious

National Association of Manufacturers Egregious

US Chamber of Commerce Egregious

Western States Petroleum Association Poor
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Area: Renouncing Disinformation on Climate Science and Policy

Good



Planning for a World Free from 
Carbon Pollution
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Metric: Company-wide Commitments and Targets to 
Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Good
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Egregious

Area: Planning for a World Free from Carbon Pollution

Good



Supporting Fair and Effective 
Climate Policies
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Metric: Support for Policies and/or Regulations to Advance the 
Paris Climate Agreement

Good
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Area: Supporting Fair and Effective Climate Policies

Good



Fully Disclosing Climate Risks
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Metric: Disclosure of Market and Other Indirect Risks and 
Opportunities

Good
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Area: Fully Disclosing Climate Risks
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