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Status of Forest Stewardship Council certification
• The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certificate for Resolute’s Lac St. Jean tenures (Forest Management Units (FMUs)
22-51, and 25-51) remain suspended due to failure to conserve the threatened woodland caribou, protect old growth forests, conserve intact forest landscapes and maintain Indigenous rights. Auditor Rainforest Alliance has granted an extension to the company to regain its certificate to July 2016. One of the six major non-conformances for this certificate
was addressed with the Cree Nation Government withdrawing its complaint related to Resolute’s logging on their land
without their prior consent. This settlement was driven by the efforts of the Quebec government with the assistance of
Quebec’s former Premier Lucien Bouchard. Other non-compliances have not yet been addressed. However in late 2015,
Resolute further distanced itself from FSC when it stated it “will not pursue new FSC certification” until “significant progress is made in addressing” concerns it has with the system.1
• Resolute’s Mistassini-Péribonka FSC certificate for FMUs 24-51 and 27-51 covering more than 2.4 million hectares has
been permanently terminated.
• Forest products company Chantiers Chibougamau which operates within a small portion of the western section of the
Montagnes Blanches Endangered Forest has maintained its FSC certificate in FMUs 026-61, 026-62 and 026-64 covering more than 2.3 million hectares. This area overlaps with significant caribou habitat, intact forest landscapes and the
traditional territories of the Cree Nation.
• In April 2015, Arbec/Remabec’s FSC certificate covering FMU 24-52, which overlaps with a portion of the Montagnes
Blanches Endangered Forest, was suspended for a non-compliance related to failing to secure consent from the Innu
First Nation.2 Media reports indicate that the loss of this certificate has impacted Resolute’s Alma mill which was receiving FSC certified wood chips from Arbec to meet customer requests for FSC-certified paper.3
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Status of Forest Stewardship Council certification (continued)
• FSC is currently developing a new National Forest Standard for Canada, which will combine all four Canadian regional
standards into one, for ease of implementation. This standard is expected to be finalized at the end of 2016.
• Two elements that will be new in the revised National Standard are: 1) indicators to conserve species at risk and
specifically Woodland Caribou; 2) specific indicators to protect Intact Forest Landscapes (IFLs), which are known
HCVs in the FSC system, as a requirement of Motion 65. These new indicators will serve to enhance the quality
of FSC operations and will reduce uncertainty and conflict within the system. Motion 65 was passed at FSC’s last
General Assembly by the vast majority of members of the three chambers – Economic, Social and Environmental.
• Greenpeace believes that the development of these indicators will reduce the number of complaints currently bogging down the FSC system.
• FSC International and Resolute are at increasingly publicly at odds with each other. In November 2015, FSC attempted to
initiate a mediation process to resolve issues related to the suspension of Resolute’s certificates. In early February 2016,
this mediation process was abandoned, though it enjoyed widespread support from unions, First Nations and environmental organizations. FSC states: “Following an unwillingness on the part of Resolute Forest Products (Resolute FP) to
be involved in mediation efforts to resolve its suspended Canadian FSC certificates, the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
has abandoned its efforts to engage Resolute FP in such a process.”4

Sustainable Forestry Initiative certificates remain in place
• Despite numerous non-compliances with the FSC Boreal Standard, Resolute’s FMUs 27-51, 24-51, 22-51, and 25-51
continue maintain their Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) certificates.5
• Unlike FSC, the SFI standard does not require companies to protect the habitat of woodland caribou because they do not
fit SFI’s definition of “imperilled species” despite the fact that they are listed as threatened or endangered under Canada’s
Species at Risk Act.
• Unlike FSC, the SFI standard does not require companies to acquire the consent of Indigenous people when operating
on their lands. This means that SFI certificates can be maintained even when there is active conflict between forestry
companies and First Nation communities.
• SFI has adopted a new standard. While some improvements have been made in the 2015-2019 Standard, the scheme
still does not have support from leading environmental and social justice organizations. SFI’s failure to conserve key High
Conservation Values and to uphold the rights of Indigenous peoples are key reasons why the certification scheme continues to lack the support of these stakeholders.
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