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Free Speech:
How Resolute Forest Products is going to extremes to silence critics of its 

controversial logging practices

E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y



Canada’s Great Northern Boreal Forest, 
stewarded by Indigenous Peoples since time 
immemorial, includes some of the world’s 
last large expanses of undisturbed natural 
forest1, is home to threatened species,2 and is 
one of the largest terrestrial stores of carbon 
globally.3 It has also become the site of a 
battle over free speech and advocacy.

Greenpeace and other public interest 
advocacy groups have been speaking out 
about Resolute Forest Products’ controversial 
forestry practices for years. However, instead 
of working collaboratively to find lasting 
solutions, Resolute filed two lawsuits: a 
$300 million Canadian dollar (CAD)4 anti-
racketeering lawsuit against Greenpeace 
USA, Greenpeace International, Stand.earth 
and individual activists,5 and a CAD$7 million 
defamation and economic interference 
lawsuit against Greenpeace Canada and 
individual activists.6

Resolute’s meritless lawsuits have far 
reaching ramifications – if successful, they 
could make it too expensive and risky for 
individuals, communities and civil society 
groups to engage in free speech and speak 
out on matters of public interest. Over 
100 independent nonprofit and media 
organizations have already rallied against 
Resolute’s anti-racketeering lawsuit and the 
threat it poses to free speech.7

This situation creates a paradox for authors 
and many of the largest global book 
publishers, who have long been active agents 
fighting to protect free speech rights, but who 
buy and use book grade paper from Resolute, 
including from Canada’s boreal forest.

Resolute is attempting to silence legitimate 
public concern, all the while ignoring scientific 
recommendations8 for the health of the globally 
significant boreal forest.

Many areas within Canada’s managed forest have a long 
history of forestry, however Resolute is also actively 
logging in and sourcing from some of the last large intact 
areas free of industrial disturbance.  These large swaths of 
ancient forest are critical habitat for threatened species 
and other wildlife,9 contain a large share of the world’s 
forest carbon,10 and are known to be more resilient and 
better able to adapt to climate change than fragmented 
and degraded forests.11 The threatened woodland caribou 
requires large tracts of undisturbed forest to survive,12 
and is often viewed as a leading indicator of the overall 
health of the forest and other species.13 Eight of ten 
caribou herds that overlap with Resolute’s operations in 
Ontario and Québec14 have less habitat remaining than 
the minimum recommended by government science. The 
science is very clear: Resolute is harming a threatened 
species’ chances of survival.
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Despite challenges in the forest and the difficult 
legal situation with Resolute, there are fortunately a 
number of proposals from First Nations, workers and 
environmental groups that offer a path forward.

Greenpeace does not advance our own prescriptions 
for conservation, but rather seeks to join in the 
collaborative building of conservation plans with 
Indigenous Peoples at the center. Decision-making 
authority for what happens on the ground in these 
areas and across Canadian boreal forest must rest 
with Indigenous Peoples.

Improved forest and wildlife protections, 
including caribou range plans, from CANADIAN 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS  could better 
enable the forest products industry, and Resolute, to 
meet global demand for responsible forest products, 
sustain a healthy forest for future generations, and 
resolve challenges amongst stakeholders across the 
entire boreal forest.

CORPORATE CUSTOMERS OF PRODUCTS 
FROM CANADA’S BOREAL FOREST, 
INCLUDING GLOBAL BOOK PUBLISHERS 
have a responsibility to keep sustainability promises 
and invest in collaboration to achieve lasting solutions; 
meaning identifying where Resolute is a supplier and 

communicating both sustainability requirements and 
concerns about attacks on free speech directly to the 
company.

RESOLUTE FOREST PRODUCTS  can embrace 
solutions that respect Indigenous Peoples’ rights, 
save jobs, and conserve forests. This means that the 
company should: adopt Free Prior and Informed 
Consent as the basis for engaging with Indigenous 
Peoples; suspend logging in and sourcing from High 
Conservation Value Forests (including intact forests 
and woodland caribou habitat) until science-based 
conservation planning takes place; publicly support 
large-scale protected areas; recommit to the FSC 
system and regain lost certificates; and work with 
environmental organizations, unions and communities 
to address legitimate economic concerns and ensure 
jobs are maintained.

Resolute has a choice: to continue to put its 
shareholders’ money towards public relations attacks 
and meritless lawsuits, or to take real action to 
conserve Canada’s boreal forest and secure long-
term prosperity for communities and workers. 
Greenpeace will continue to have an open door to 
work together with Resolute for lasting solutions for 
local communities, workers, First Nations, and the 
forest.

Resolute has also abandoned its commitment to 
get the vast majority of its forestlands certified 
by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC).25 Since 
2013, Resolute has had three of its FSC certificates 
terminated, covering more than 6 million hectares, 
after independent auditors found environmental and 
Indigenous rights non-conformances.26 The most 
recent audit for the Caribou Forest in Ontario was 
sealed from public scrutiny after Resolute took the 
unprecedented step of suing its own independent 
auditor before it could be released.27

Solutions
Caribou Forest, managed by Resolute Forest Products. 
Northern Ontario. © Daniel Beltra / Greenpeace 
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